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University Senate caught red handed
BY MICHAEL WURSTHORN
MANAGING EDITOR

Baruch’s Undergraduate Student Government elections were
tampered with when University
Student Senate members and staff
were seen promoting candidates
during the elections on Tuesday,
April 15 to Thursday, April 17.
According to Sean Perryman,
USG vice president of legislative affairs, a USS member, Vice Chair of
Senior Colleges Simone Lamont,
was seen handing out misleading
flyers to students. “I recognized staff
members walking around. I never
actually saw those people with flyers, but I did see the vice chair of
senior colleges, Simone Lamont.
She was handing out flyers and she
happened to be next to some staff
members,” said Perryman.
After reviewing complaints from
electoral candidates following the
elections, Carl Aylman, the director
of student life, said that the Student
Election Review Committee would
issue a letter condemning the actions of the USS members to CUNY
Central. Aylman also stated that
USS members were found supporting candidates at Queens College
and Queensborough Community
College during their student government elections as well. Perryman reiterated this statement
saying that CUNY Administrative

BY KEITH ARORA-WILLIAMS
USG CORRESPONDENT

The race for Undergraduate Student Government offices ended
on Thursday, April 17 and the final
votes were tallied. Of the 40 open
positions, seven were contested, 32
were uncontested and one still remains vacant. Now that the dust has
settled, the Baruch One party finds
itself represented in 38 offices. The
Impact Party secured control of 1.
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Assistant Tina Tang had
spoken with him in regard to USS
campaigning at other campuses.
In a memo written by Upper
Senator elect Ben Guttman to Baruch’s SERC, it stated that members
of the One Baruch party were able
to obtain photographic and video
documentation of USS members

and staff distributing flyers in support of Hernan Giraldo and other
various USG candidates. According
to the memo, Shah Kibria, as electoral candidate, was handing out
these to Baruch students.
“When confronted, Mr. Kibria,
Hernan Giraldo and Oscar Perez
all gave seemingly disingenu-

The flyer (left) was given to security
in order to keep USS members out
of Baruch. The yellow handout
(above) was seen circulated by USS
members during the elections. The
handout falsely identified candidates
running with One Baruch.
ous claims of ignorance as to the
source. Notably, Mr. Kibria contradicted himself throughout the day
[in regards to USS members aiding
their campaign],” stated Guttman
in the memo to SERC.
Giraldo denied having any inSEE USS PAGE 6

Solving Africa’s development puzzle
BY CHRISTOPHER ESPEJO
COPY CHIEF

On Wednesday, April 16, the
Zicklin Africa Business Club hosted
a debate discussing the development challenges Africa is currently
facing. Titled “Solving the Puzzle:
Working Solutions to Africa’s Development Challenges,” the debate
took place between Adakum CEO
Japhet Aryiku and ILO Director
Djankou Ndjonkou.
The event, which was less of
a debate and more of a discussion considering how much both
speakers agreed with one another,
covered topics concerning Africa’s
economic, political, health and environmental issues.
The packed room of eager attendees, some forced to stand for
lack of seats, was rapt with attention as the first question was asked
by moderator Claire Lui, senior:
What is the major challenge to the
development of functioning, stable
economies in Africa? Djankou Ndjonkou, director of the International Labor Office, a department of the
UN, gave the first response of the
evening: government. He contin-
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ILO Director Mr. Djonkou, left, and Adakum Educational Foundation CEO, Mr. Aryiku, debated Africa’s development needs.
ued by claiming how Africa’s governments are corrupt, preventing
any real growth and development
from taking place.
Ndjonkou demonstrated his
point with an anecdote about how
an African government official
visited a Chinese official. The Chinese official points out a highway
from his luxury home and says how
15 percent of its funds went into

FEATURES

building his home instead of the
highway. Some time afterward, the
Chinese official visits the African
official’s home in Africa. Noticing
the official’s luxurious home, the
Chinese official asks how he could
afford such wealth. The African
official points to an empty space
some distance from his home and
asks if he sees a highway. After
the Chinese official replies that he
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didn’t see any highway, the African
official turns to him and says, “100
percent.” Ndjonkou had the entire
room burst into laughter.
Japhet Aryiku, a Baruch alumnus who started an educational
foundation in Ghana, agreed with
Ndjonkou’s sentiments. “We need
leaders and managers of conSEE AFRICAN PAGE 6
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Along with the 31 uncontested
elections grabbed up by One Baruch, including vice president, upper evening senators, lower day
senators and various other committees, the pervasive political
group carried the day in all seven
disputes as well. The one office
held by Impact was an uncontested
senatorial position.
The tightest race was between
One Baruch candidate Rezwana
Hoque and Impact Party’s Hernan Giraldo for president of USG.
Hoque earned over 70 percent of
the vote to Giraldo’s about 30 percent. The most one-sided count
was an 85 percent to 15 percent
defeat of Mee-Young Park by Cindy
Tam for secretary.
“The students that ran contested
with One Baruch are in the existing
government. I feel that the election
results proved that Baruch students
have confidence with the government. Next year, we as leaders of
our campus will do our best to
surpass the expectations bestowed
upon us, said Hoque regarding her
party’s victory.
Giraldo, leader of the somewhat
segmented Impact Party appeared
to take the loss in stride. He said,
“There are no hard feelings between me and [Hoque]. While I’m
confident in her leadership and
curious to see what she has to offer,
I do feel comfortable saying that I
would have done an equally good,
if not better, job.”
He continued, “Although I did
not win, I still will do my best to
stay involved with helping students
in any way I can .”
During the three days the polls
were open, 874 total votes were
cast. This means that only 6.6 percent of the 13,242 undergraduates
participated in this year’s USG elections.
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New admission GPA worries faculty
BY SHERRY MAZZOCCHI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The Baruch Faculty Senate
Meeting received a big surprise last
Thursday. They found out the college had raised the required high
school GPA of incoming freshmen
from 2.5 to 2.75 within the past
year. During the past 10 years, Baruch had admitted students with
increasingly higher SAT scores and
garnered greater prestige. But some
faculty members are concerned
that Baruch is drifting away from
CUNY’s traditional mission of educating the working class, the poor
and immigrant communities of the
city in favor of becoming a more selective and elite institution.
Dr. Glen Petersen, chairman of
the anthropology department, has
been at the forefront of the push
to have faculty members more
involved in Baruch’s admissions
process. In a recent interview, Petersen said SAT scores highly correlate with class and income. A
higher SAT score does not measure
innate ability, but the access to test
prep classes and private tutors. “If
SAT scores are going up, it means
the socioeconomic status of our
students is going up. The mission of
CUNY is to educate the immigrants
and the working class, and if SAT
scores are going up, it means that
we are not fulfilling our mission,”
said Petersen.
Petersen said the bylaws of
CUNY state that faculty can make
decisions about what Baruch’s
overall admissions policy should
be. “But we haven’t done that. So
Terry Martell and I managed to
get Provost [James] McCarthy and
[Vice President] Ben Corpus to
come and meet with us and there
was an agreement that the faculty
senate should have a role.”
What that role will be is not yet
clear but the stakes are high. Dr.
Terrence Martell, director of the
Weisman Center for International
Business and outgoing faculty senate president, presented data that
showed a consistent decline in the
percentage of undergraduate black
students during the past ten years,
from about 24 percent in 1997 to 13
percent in 2007. Percentages of undergraduate Hispanic students also
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dropped, from roughly 21 percent
in 1997 to about 18 percent in 2007.
The percentages of both white and
Asian students have increased.
Baruch has the largest Asian

“Baruch is drifting
away from CUNY’s
traditional mission of
educating the working
class, the poor and the
immigrant communities
in favor of becoming
a more selective and
elite institution.”
population of any CUNY college,
surpassing whites by approximately one to two percent in the past two
years. The actual decline in black
and Hispanic students is greater
than the percentages indicate because the number of undergraduate students has been shrinking to

accommodate the rising numbers
of graduate students.
Reasons for the changing demographics at Baruch are complex.
SEEK Program Director Angela
Anselmo said many underprivileged students face obstacles just
to remain in school once accepted.
Martell said students at the lowest
income levels now have more higher education options because several elite colleges waive tuition and
loans for the poorest students.
Tuition at most private colleges
has risen much faster than family
incomes, pricing them out of reach
of the middle class. Baruch, with its
higher admissions and inclusion
in The Princeton Review’s top 10
percent of colleges nationwide, is
increasingly sought after. “The new
poor are those making $70,000 a
year,” he said. “They can’t afford to
send their kids to school. The world
is changing.”
In an earlier interview, Dr. Arthur Lewin of the black and Hispanic studies department said Baruch is no longer as diverse as the
city it serves. “This is a major issue
of our time,” he said. “The prisons
are bursting at the seams. When
I was going to college, the prisons

were one tenth of the size they are
now. And we know who’s going to
prison. It’s cheaper to send people
to school than it is to prison. We
simply can’t wash our hands and
say there’s nothing I can do about
it.”
While Baruch’s diversity has
been impacted by the admissions
policy, the main focus of the discussion should not be solely race, says
Dr. Kevin Frank, professor of Caribbean literature. “Baruch wants
to increase its profile by becoming
a more elite institution. Even with
that taking place, are we doing
enough to maintain the integrity of
our historical mission while at the
same time striving for academic excellence? Higher requirements for
entrance is not the same thing as
academic excellence.”
At the meeting, Professor Eugene J. Sherman of the economics
department said he was in favor of
higher admissions standards. He
said, “I teach a class of mostly seniors and I am appalled from time
to time by students who cannot
write a coherent English sentence.
Students get into this school who
have no business being in college,
let alone an elite college.” He called

the faculty senate’s emphasis on
ethnicity dangerously close to quotas. Later on, Lewin responded to
that statement, saying there had
been no mention of quotas during the discussion, since Sherman
talked about seniors and noted that
the application does not require an
essay. They were on the same side.
Not only is an essay unnecessary for application but also references are not used. Martell said
that Baruch’s application requires
about one third of what other colleges require. “There is no way for
anyone to measure the soft side of
the person. You can’t tell if he went
to New Orleans and built six houses
or sat on his butt for three years and
watched TV.”
Only a few of the faculty senate would go on record to indicate
whether they were in favor of higher admission standards. Only one
faculty member, Sherman, voted in
favor of higher standards. No more
than 10 professors raised their
hands in favor of guaranteeing a
continuity of open access. The only
thing that was settled, Petersen
said, is “the majority of the people
here are really afraid to express
their opinion.”

USG’s funds to be micromanaged by BOD
BY WILLIAM BATTAGLIA

“I think that the Board
of Directors has no place
in telling the student
government how to
allocate is budgets for
clubs and organizations.”

USG CORRESPONDENT

On Tuesday, April 29, the Board
of Directors held a meeting to talk
about appeals for events such as
the Caribbean Show. However, according to Anthony Hernandez,
president of the Undergraduate
Student Government, the meeting turned into an hour and a half
discussion of how the student government should be allocating club
budgets.
His frustration was felt when
the BOD conducted a vote and
rendered a ruling which said, “The
Budget Committee and the Board
of Directors will not entertain appeals appropriations for longstanding events [more than five
years] for more than 10 percent of
the three-year average of the cost of
said event(s) absent a compelling
argument.”
Treasurer and president-elect of
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- Anthony Hernandez
USG President

Anthony Hernandez, USG president.
USG, Rezwana Hoque, said, “I think
it’s unfair and it has encouraged me
to do more research in the hopes of
appealing this ruling.”
“I think that the Board of Directors has no place in telling the
student government how to allo-

cate its budgets for clubs and organizations,” Hernandez said. “I
think they are stepping on student
government ground. BOD doesn’t
sit in the Finance Committee. Who
are they to say how we can allocate
money?”
He continued, “I think a lot of

students on hand expressed concern and dissatisfaction with the
decision.”
According to Dr. Ron Aaron of
the office of student development,
“The budgeting of long standing
events by the USG has been a matter of discussion over the past four
to five years at the board level. The
Board has simply requested that
long standing events be budgeted
in the initial base budget approved
and put forth by the USG.” Aaron
added, “USG has discretion to recommend funding for any initiative
at almost any level dependent upon
board approval.”
One of the main issues USG has
with the ruling is that they feel they
are being told how to allocate and
fund certain clubs, specifically cultural clubs. One particular club that
was discussed was CSA, the Caribbean Student Association that is organizing the upcoming Caribbean
show.

Some members of BOD are siding with USG. Reyna Royer, a oneyear student representative of the
BOD, and Mehul Gandhi, a twoyear student representative, want to
see clubs strive and have students
working with each other. They believe this ruling will inhibit these
goals from taking place. “We were
not happy with the way the meeting
went and we don’t think this will do
anything positive for school spirit,”
said Gandhi.
Aaron said, “The resolution that
evolved at the April 29 meeting of
the Board of Directors simply addressed the extent to which supplemental funding [appeals] could be
used to augment the initial amount
that the USG might have appropriated in the initial base budget.”
One issue that remains unclear
is what classifies as a “compelling
argument.” One thing is clear, however. USG is looking to appeal this
ruling.
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5 MONDAY
The Dollars and Sense Release
Reception will take place in the
Newman Conference Center of the
library building and will commence
at 5:30 p.m.

6 TUESDAY
The American Marketing Association (AMA) at Baruch will be hosting their annual Marketing Expo
2008 from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. in
VC 14-220.

7 WEDNESDAY
The Encounters Release Reception will be held in the VC dining
area from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Come
by for a copy and readings by Kurt
Brown and U.S. Poet Laureate
Charles Simic.

8 THURSDAY
The 30th Annual Baruch College
Spring Fling Street Fair will be
held from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. on East
25th Street. There will be food, entertainment, games and activities.

9 FRIDAY
The 35th Annual Caribbean Cultural Night, sponsored by the Caribbean Students Association, will
be held in Mason Hall, 17 Lexington, from 7 p.m. to 12 a.m.

‘Viva il Papa!’ at Yankee Stadium
BY MARIANE ST-MAURICE
OPINION EDITOR

A man in a Red Wings jersey,
a New Jersey family of eight and a
group of Carmelite sisters sat, together with roughly 60,000 other
people, under cloudy skies, waiting
for one man to arrive. It was Sunday, April 20, since 9 a.m. and, eager pilgrims from all over the country started filing into the Bronx’s
Yankee Stadium for the Papal Mass
with Pope Benedict XVI.
Scheduled for 2:30 p.m., the
Mass was the culmination of the
pope’s first trip to the United States.
By the time the pontiff entered Yankee Stadium, he had already spoken to diplomats and delegates at
the United Nations, 25,000 young
people at a youth rally, wounded
families at Ground Zero and clergy
and religious believers at St. Patrick’s Cathedral.
Thousands of people flocked
to those events, while millions
watched them on television. On
that Sunday, an estimated 2,000
New York Police Department officers were assigned to Yankee Stadium and the surrounding streets
where they worked with hundreds
of volunteers in red windbreakers.

Worshipers
were
easy to recognize
as
they traveled
in groups,
filling
up
cars of the
No. 4 train,
often carrying the flag
of Vatican
POPE BENEDICT XVI
City. They reRoman Catholic Chuch
mained unfazed
as they stepped off the train and
into snaking lines of people where
a few Catholic Church protesters
stood to the sides with giant posters. The devout crowd seemed to
hardly notice them.
Despite the clouds and chilly
weather, the crowd was in high
spirits. People sat in the stadium,
meeting strangers, reading, praying
or simply enjoying the experience.
All attendees had tickets; obtained through their parish or people they knew. Fred Marks, who sat
in the bleachers with his wife Sylvia,
obtained tickets through Opus Dei,
a personal prelature of the Church.
“We’re here to celebrate this
powerful gift [of the Eucharist] we
have. Its reenactment continues to

SACC Awards
honor tutors

USG WRAP-UP
•

•

Carl Aylman announced that
Shadia Sachedina will be transitioning from her job as vice
president of student development to associate director of
student life.
Master Plan Committees took
place last Tuesday afternoon
and the No. 1 issue discussed
was student space. Acquisition
of the post office on 23rd Street
as a bridge space between the
South and North campus was
once again suggested.

•

Last day for clubs and organizations to hold events and
use their current budgets is
Wednesday, May 14. The last
day to hand in vouchers is
Wednesday, May 21.

•

USG Vice President of Academics Carlos Ruiz is advocating changing the process of
lost books. Rather than Lost
and Found giving the books
back to the college bookstore
to be resold at the end of each
semester, Ruiz is suggesting
that the lost books be given to
the Newman Library instead.

•

Bubble Bath Bash is scheduled
for Tuesday May 13 from 7 p.m.
to 11 p.m. in the Multipurpose
Room. Food, refreshments
and alcohol will be served. You
must be 21 or older with photo
ID to attend. The Bubble Bath
Bash (BBB) will fill up the Multipurpose Room with bubbles
with the first 150 people receiving free bubble tubes.

•

The choice for a new food vendor for Baruch College has
been narrowed to two options.
Deadline is Monday, May 5.

CORRECTIONS
The Ticker is committed to providing editorial accuracy. E-mail editor@theticker.org for corrections.

CURRENT.COM

{

NEWS
BRIEFS

give hope,” said the elderly Queens
resident.
At noon, the Concert of Hope
started and lasted for over two
hours featuring artists such as the
Harlem Gospel Choir and Harry
Connick Jr.
Clouds had become progressively sparser during the concert.
Though, by the time rumors of the
Holy Father’s arrival started circulating in the crowd, the sun was
shining down on the packed stadium.
Shortly before 2:30, just a few
minutes before Pope Benedict entered the stadium, doves were released and toured the stadium before flying out.
When the Holy Father finally
came in, the sound of cheers and
chants was deafening, as 60,000
people rose from their seats, clapping and waving flags. Once Mass
started, however, only the sound
of the Holy Father’s voice could be
heard.
He celebrated Mass with surprising clarity, while emphasizing unity, faith and hope in Christ,
apostolate, truth and freedom.
“True freedom … is found only in
the self-surrender which is part of
the mystery of love,” he said. “Only

Baruch: Best Value,
Best Northeastern
n Princeton
Review recognizes
advancements
made by college
BY HSI CHAN
STAFF WRITER
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Waldron looks on as the SACC tutors were honored this year.
BY RACHEL VINCENT
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The Student Academic Counseling Center is a place most Baruch
students are somewhat familiar
with, whether from freshman orientation or by attending tutoring
sessions. The center offers tutoring
in various subjects, including math,
modern languages, business, writing and other liberal arts courses.
The center, known commonly by its
acronym SACC, is a haven for students who need a little extra help in
certain subjects free of charge.
The SACC staff has a genuine
commitment to learning, education
and promoting student success. A
majority of SACC employees are
students at Baruch, but there are
also some non-student instructors,
all with extensive tutoring experience. Whether they are Human
Resources majors working the front
desk, former Broadway stars tutoring writing, or Math majors tutoring
calculus, each has made an incredible contribution to Baruch.
To properly recognize and honor these individuals a formal event
was organized, the SACC Annual
Tutor Certification and Awards
Ceremony is. Tuesday, April 29 was
the sixth annual ceremony held at
the Newman Conference Center at
151 East 25th Street.
After an introduction by Nidzaida Garcia, Assistant Director of
SACC, Baruch President Kathleen
Waldron and Provost James McCarthy, a video created by tutors and
writing coordinator, Sarah Moon
was played. The entire ceremony
and the video specifically were

indicative of the friendly, upbeat,
welcoming atmosphere of SACC.
Several 2007 recipients presented various awards to this year’s tutors. Madelaine German was honored with the Outstanding Front
Desk Staff Award, and Lily Charles
and Chun Gong both received Special Mentions in Business and Math
respectively. Belen Guerra, Nicole
Lee and Sean Mizrach- three ‘Master Tutors’ who have completed
extensive training courses, assessments and at least 75 hours of tutoring, received the Outstanding
Tutor Awards in Modern Languages, English and Math, respectively.
For the first time ever a tutor was
recognized for two awards. Andrew
Mahabir, a dedicated business tutor, received both the Outstanding Business Tutor and Tutor of
the Year Awards. Special service
awards were given to Judith Broadwin and Jonelle Reynolds for their
outstanding service and dedication
to their jobs at SACC.
The ceremony also included
entertainment provided by some
multi-talented members of the
SACC family. Nicole Lee, a master
tutor of English read aloud an epic
poem she composed about the daily routines at SACC. Jeffrey Reynolds (of the New York Metropolitan
Opera and Broadway) a Master tutor in Writing performed a highly
entertaining song “We’ll Teach it
Your Way,” accompanied by John
Holden on piano.
The ceremonies concluded with
the presentation of CRLA certifications. In all, twelve tutors were certified as Master Tutors, and fifty were
certified at Levels 1, 2, or both.

by losing ourselves, the Lord tells
us, do we truly find ourselves.”
The pontiff also effectively catered his homily to his American
audience.
“In this land of freedom and opportunity, the Church has united
a widely diverse flock in the profession of the faith and, through
her many educational, charitable
and social works, has also contributed significantly to the growth of
American society as a whole,” Pope
benedict said.
The crowd continued to show
enthusiasm as they cheered for
him until he had gone around the
stadium one more time and finally
disappeared into one of the side
entrances.
Many people in the streets
seized the opportunity to make a
profit out of the religious gathering, selling Pope shirts and buttons
as the attendees left the stadium.
Though some bought merchandise as souvenirs, most ignored it.
Still radiant from their experience,
they headed back to the train and
to their respective corners of the
country, chanting “Viva il Papa!”
with the strangers who had become
family.

Already recognized as one of the
best northeastern colleges in the
United States, the Princeton Review
recently selected Baruch College as
one of the nation’s best 368 colleges
for 2009. Baruch’s inclusion in The
Princeton Review’s guidebook “The
Best 368 Colleges: 2009 Edition”
was the result of positive student
surveys and Baruch College’s challenging academic programs.
According to the author and
the vice president of publishing of
Princeton Review, Robert Franek,
one of Baruch College’s strongest
advantages was that, “students experienced a connection to the New
York City community. Students
from all three schools [the Weissman School of Arts and Sciences,
the Zicklin School of Business, and
the School of Public Affairs] have
clear accessibility to New York City
for internships and experiential
learning.”
The guidebook, which is due to
arrive in bookstores in late July, includes ranking lists with more than
120,000 students surveys from all
368 colleges. Franek explained that
it took the Princeton Review staff
approximately “six to nine months

compiling metrics like admitted
GPA, SAT and ACT scores, graduation rates, [and] student surveys,”
for the guidebook.
The 368 schools in the list represent the top 10 percent of schools in
the nation. According to the press
release, a “wide range of colleges in
the book are represented, varying
by region, size, selectivity and character. Each college is considered
an outstanding institution that the
Princeton Review highly recommends to college applicants and
their parents.”
While The Princeton Review
does not rank the schools in its
list, Baruch College’s recent honor
follows Baruch’s inclusion in The
Princeton Review’s 2008’s “Best
Northeastern College” and 2008’s
“Best Value College.” In Princeton
Review’s press release, Baruch College is a “crème of the crop institution for undergraduates in America.”
Franek, who contacted Baruch College administrators three
months ago, asked for further “information on new majors, experiential learning opportunities and
internships” to assess Baruch College’s potential.
Bo Chen, sophomore, said, “As
far as the education goes, Baruch
offers a lot. But for campus life, Baruch feels like a high school.”
Sophomore Shimin Zhang, a
math major, agreed. “While the
staff is great and the education is
worth the tuition, the lack of a true
campus [and] dorms damages the
overall image of the school in my
opinion,” said Zhang.
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18 veterans die
daily from PTSD
BY SHERRY MAZZOCCHI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Last week, the Department of
Veterans Affairs admitted that on
average, 18 veterans commit suicide everyday. Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder is common among
returning Iraq and Afghanistan
war veterans. According to a recent
RAND Corporation study, one in
five veterans suffer from PTSD. If
left untreated, PTSD can lead to
suicide.
While Baruch does not have the
largest CUNY veteran population,
faculty and administrators foresee
the need to prepare for their return.
Dr. David Cheung, director of the
counseling center at Baruch, said
veterans often hesitate to come to
counseling. “There is a stigma attached,” said Cheung.
Just like members of police and
fire departments, Cheung said soldiers often feel that if they seek psychological counseling, their superiors will think something is wrong
with them and they will be ostracized. “Paramilitary and military
organizations have a reluctance
to show any signs of weakness,”
Cheung said.
PTSD may take time to manifest. Cheung, who has worked at
the Counseling Center long enough
to have helped Vietnam veterans
transition back into civilian life,
said practical matters like money
and work are usually the first areas
of concern. Psychological issues
are often not immediate.
PTSD can emerge in a variety
of ways. Symptoms of anxiety and
depression may appear. There may
also be an increase of drug and alcohol use. Cheung said, “It is easier
for soldiers to deal with physical
ailments. If they lose a leg, others
can see they are not faking their ill-

ness. People will ask ‘Why can’t you
snap out of it?’ There is no understanding if they can’t see it.”
Since many do not receive
counseling on their own, family
and friends are essential in encouraging loved ones to seek help if they
show signs of PTSD. “If you’ve been
traumatized, it’s not unusual to feel
that way,” said Cheung.
Dr. Glen Petersen, professor of
anthropology at Baruch College
and a former Vietnam veteran,
said he started his military career
at the height of the anti-war movement. When he returned home, he
had no one to talk with about his
experiences. “I had to suppress it
and it came back to haunt me,” he
said. “I look at our students and I
don’t want them to have that experience.”
Petersen said that as more veterans return from the war, they
should create a central location at
Baruch where they can get information about medical and psychological issues, the G.I. Bill and the
best ways to navigate the complex
Veteran Affairs Department.
“John Jay College is famous for
having large populations of veterans,” he said. “LaGuardia and
Brooklyn also have long standing programs for them. We simply
don’t have it. If we did something
effective, it would be a draw.”
Dr. Corlisse Thomas, assistant
vice president of student affairs,
said that while Baruch does not
have the types of initiatives that
John Jay has, Baruch hosted a Veteran Student Forum last fall where
students had the opportunity to ask
questions and have their concerns
addressed. She suggested that the
Office of Student Life should help
veterans form a student club that
would serve as a social support
group.

African development, Baruch
via ILO and Adakum faculty

talking
“Lives”
BY KATYA VALEVICH
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

JOHN LEE I THE TICKER

Eager students asked experts about African health, politics and economics.
n CONTINUED FROM FRONT
science that are willing to do the
right thing,” said Aryiku, referring to
Africa’s need for leaders to be transparent and law-abiding. He continued to explain how the tradition of
profit-minded leadership has been
prevalent since Africa’s early beginnings. “African countries are artificial countries. They were created as
British colonies for their benefit.”
Nonye Udeke, a senior, agreed
with the speakers. “It all boils down
to corruption. Leadership needs to
be checked.”
The next question continued on
the topic of government by mentioning Robert Mugabe’s refusal to
let go of power in Zimbabwe and
the outbreaks of violence in Kenya,
asking what was the best way to
help African governments transition into democracies.
Aryiku, originally from Ghana,
responded first. “If a tribe feels that
it has been subjugated or treated
unfairly, they should have the right
to secede.”
Ndjonkou, originally from Cam-

eroon, agreed and added, “There is
a lot of manipulation in the information we receive.”
Health was brought up as an issue and tied in with environment
al concerns. The topic of AIDS as
a prevalent disease led to a discussion on how some governments
and other organizations offer impractical solutions to these issues.
Agreeing that Africa’s issues must
be solved holistically, both speakers offered supporting evidence.
Aryiku used the problem of
disease-carrying insects as an example. He stated that millions of
dollars are invested in bug nets
to protect African residents from
these insects. The only problem is,
according to Aryiku, is that these
nets must be attached to bedposts,
a luxury that most residents don’t
have. Instead, Aryiku said how they
use the nets for fishing. He offered
the solution of contracting carpenters to install bedposts.
“Zicklin Africa Club is doing a
good job of bringing up these issues,” said Udeke. “Hopefully, it will
enlighten the Baruch community.”

USS seen
helping
candidates
n CONTINUED FROM FRONT
volvement in the distribution of
the flyers and that he asked Perez
to have no involvement in handing
out the flyers as well. Perez contradicted this statement saying that he
“wasn’t aware of anything.”
Richard Nunez Lawrence, a USS
member, stated that his colleagues
were visiting colleges across CUNY
in promotion of more clean initiatives on CUNY campuses. Lawrence
vehemently denied campaigning at
other colleges, contrary to statements from Perryman and Aylman.
“Administration can say what
they want, no student can vouch
for that. None of our members had
anything to do with the elections
at Queens [College] and QBCC
[Queensborough Community College]. We don’t have a good relationship with administrators for
whatever reason and a lot of them
will join together to say what they
want to say and try to stop us from
doing work,” said Lawrence.
Baruch’s USG finds these actions unacceptable and feels that
something should be done. “We
disapprove of their actions. What
we have done is I’m writing a letter to the Board of Trustees and the
USS’ leadership so that it is on the
record,” explained Perryman.
“In my mind, CUNY Central
should shut down USS completely,
suspend it, not let them have power
of any type of budget. But that’s not
just from this election, but from all
their actions,” said Perryman.

On Thursday, April 17, the seventh floor Newman Library Conference Center accommodated the
panel on “Talking Lives: Baruch
Biographers Discuss their Craft.”
Carol Berkin, a professor of history of both Baruch College and
the Graduate Center, moderated
the panel. Panel speakers included
Berkin, Cynthia Whittaker, Clarence Taylor, Julie Des Jardins, Gail
Levin and Carl Rollyson.
After a dedication by Berkin to
Selma Barrol, a founding member
of the Baruch College history department, the panelists began their
discussions at the podium one by
one.
“I’ve never had so much fun!”
said Whittaker, speaking on behalf
of her biographical study of Catherine the Great, the 18th century
Russian empress. Whittaker, chair
of the history department, elaborated on “a largely ignored” facet
amongst 18th century monarchs:
Catherine’s “cultural force” and her
hobby of collecting. She had a significant art collection as well as a
habit of “collecting men.”
Whittaker proudly managed
“sex into her book without getting
off point,” she said. “I’m not making it up.” Whittaker ingrained décor into the life of a woman whom
she used to “unopen […] life behind
closed doors.”
Clarence Taylor, chair of the
black and Hispanic studies department, sought to bring attention
to the Civil Rights movement. His
contention adhered to presidential
candidate Barack Obama’s speech
on race exactly one month before
this panel. “We are not a post-civil
rights society. We still deal with
some 1960s issues today,” he said.
“I am not writing biographies,”
exclaimed Des Jardins, professor of
modern American history. Jardins
continued to clarify her research
approach. “Culture of science,” she
stated. “Why doesn’t anyone get
this?” She was annoyed with the
distorted information of “intellectual culture” available to women.
She vowed that her upcoming book
will be an account of several women used “as a lens through which”
she rebukes gender-biased findings
such as “domesticity [as] the antithesis to science,” and will reveal the
comprehensive story of “gendering
science.”
Gail Levin, distinguished professor of art history, American studies
and women studies, positioned
herself at the podium next. She
admitted, “[It’s] interesting how
people try to pervert biography.” In
her opinion, people seek arousing
topics. Even her publishers “didn’t
want a dry scholarly book. They
wanted sex,” she said. Levin wrote
“Edward Hopper: An Intimate Biography,” with focus on his wife,
a woman often overlooked. There
were “no biographies at all for female artists in ’79,” said Levin.
Carl Rollyson, professor of english, was contracted to write on
his subject, Martha Gellhorn, before informing her. He had a story
he wanted to tell: her story. For
“Beautiful Exile: The Life of Martha
Gellhorn,” he had chosen a “hostile
subject.” With cooperation from her
acquaintances, though, he wrote a
“fiction story with the hope of other
material lumping up.” Rollyson offered some advice for aspiring biographers in the audience. Choose
“dead people,” he remarked. “They
can’t talk back and cause problems.”
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Did you know...
That playing cards with pictures of missing people are being given to some of New York’s
inmates in the hope they can help solve the cases?
Tell us what you think at oped@theticker.org.

Goonies Tibet helped China
attempt
election
theft
WILLIAM CHIN

BENJAMIN GUTTMAN
Just the other week, Baruch College became the center of attention for the machine
bosses over at the University Student Senate. As the 824 of you who voted know, we
had elections the week before spring break,
which created a prime opportunity for the
U.S.S. honchos to extend their domain.
Mr. Sean Perryman articulately explained
the corrupt ways of U.S.S. in his op-ed for the
April 14 issue. They have an approximately
$300,000 budget, half of which is dedicated to
its staff. Meetings start three hours late, once
the last needed delegate walks in. This is why
U.S.S. needs our two seats; since quorum is
often so fragile, one dissenter can put an end
to any business. Frequently, that dissenter is
Baruch. Our current delegates have worked
tirelessly throughout the year to halt as much
shady business as possible.
Oscar Perez and Shah Kibria, the election’s independent candidates for U.S.S.,
both have deep ties to the organization. They
are veritable insiders. As the polls opened on
Tuesday, April 15, a gentleman appeared in
front of the library inside a no-electioneering
zone distributing leaflets that fraudulently
listed Mr. Perez and Mr. Kibria as members of
the party One Baruch.
This man was not a Baruch student, and
upon questioning admitted to being an associate of Mr. Perez. As that day wore on, three
other outside agents came to our school and
attempted to confuse voters using these underhanded tactics. These henchmen were
ordered by Mr. Kibria to remove the One Baruch logo after we reported the flyer, but returned with headerless leaflets, still using the
names of One Baruch party members without authorization. Simultaneously, staffers
and members of U.S.S. began appearing in
and around Baruch. None of these individuals could present a reason for being there.
These slimy campaign tactics continued throughout the following two days. On
Wednesday, April 16, we began serving cease
and desist notices from One Baruch party
members who were mentioned on the leaflet. They still persisted. All in all, 10 different
goons descended on our campus to try to
steal this election from the people. We fought
them off tooth and nail, and in the end, they
were defeated.
Baruch has proven once again that we will
not be taken over by outside forces; we will
not stand for corruption and greed. In mandate-sized margins, the students chose Jose
Coronado and myself to represent you in USS
for next year. We don’t play that game here;
our elections cannot be stolen. Honesty and
integrity have prevailed once again on this
campus.
On behalf of One Baruch, I thank all of the
students who voted and chose us to lead this
school in the right direction. This election is
a loud and clear message that Baruch still
stands strong.

Over the past few weeks, I’ve had more
than a couple of conversations with Chinese
friends of mine about how disgusted they
were that pro-Tibetan protesters around the
world have turned what was supposed to
be a positive sporting event for China into a
heavily politicized event.
We have seen a backlash, not only from
people in China, but from people overseas
and even among second-generation ChineseAmericans who do not even have Chinese
citizenship. Especially poignant anger has
been directed against what the Chinese
government has branded “Western media
bias,” most notably seen in the Chinese
protests against CNN and the BBC.
The Chinese government has expressed
its outrage against Western reporting on
Tibet and the sabotage of the Olympic torch
relay in several Western countries, while
simultaneously urging for peace among the
Chinese people.
Curiously enough, large crowds were
allowed to protest for some time last month
before the Chinese government moved in
to gently disperse them. Had they been prodemocracy protesters, the government might
not have allowed them to protest for such an
extensive amount of time or dealt with them
so gently.
So, is this fiasco over Tibet and the
Olympic torch really such a bad thing for the
leaders of China?
The answer may be found on the Chinese
Web, where blogs and forums have recently
been spewing the same nationalistic messages
of outrage that we have seen in China and in
Chinese communities around the world. Just

four months earlier, the buzz on Chinese
Internet blogs and forums consisted of the
arrest of Hu Jia, one of the most vocal human
rights activists in China.
According to The New York Times, the
Internet has increasingly become the
preferred medium for Chinese citizens to
voice their displeasure with the government,
discuss land grabs for development, the
health hazards of nearby industrial facilities,
corrupt officials and the detainment of
activists.
Now, with the anger caused by the Tibetan
riots and an even angrier Western response,
Hu Jia’s struggle against an authoritarian
government and his prison sentence of over
three years for “subversion of state authority”
has passed without a peep.
So, has this entire episode been a complete
loss for China? Perhaps not.

Lack of diversity?
SEAN PERRYMAN
One of the things we prize here at Baruch
College is our diversity. During on-campus
tours, orientations and pretty much any
available opportunity, the administration
and staff point out that, according to U.S.
and World News Report, we are consistently
ranked number one for diversity. But what is
diversity?
According to the college’s mission statement, “Baruch remains dedicated to its historical role as a catalyst for social, cultural
and financial mobility of a diverse student
body, reflective of the demographic patterns
of New York City.”
In recent years, however, the type of diversity has changed, and is no longer reflective of the demographic pattern of New York
City.
The number of black students, especially
male, has drastically declined, a fact prevalent throughout higher education.
This, however, is a much larger issue at
Baruch College because of our historical role
in the city.
In 2006, the number of black students
dropped from 24 percent to 14 percent. Since
Baruch is a public college that focuses on
business, it has traditionally provided access
to students who would normally not be able
to attend college, giving them opportunities
to change their lives.
Our mission is a noble one, especially for
first-generation students. It is even more im-

portant when you consider the statistics for
black men graduating from high school. Incarceration and stagnant wages are often far
more likely than a college education.
Now, in seeming contradiction to our mission statement, we have moved away from
reflecting the diversity of the City to, instead,
trying to cast ourselves as an international
school. This is evident from the marketing
team’s approach; “Planet Baruch” is the latest of such slogans.
Please don’t misunderstand me. I am
not against international students and I am
proud that we have students from hundreds
of different countries. But we need to address
and perhaps rethink our priorities.
By moving in this direction, we abandon
a portion of New York City that desperately
needs the college’s service.
This is no secret: The New York Times has
covered this topic more than once. The City
University of New York recognized this trend
and created the Black Male Initiative in order
to try and reverse this disturbing trend.
However, the BMI has not had much influence here at Baruch. How many can say
they even know of the organization or that
this was an issue?
All that I am suggesting is that we stop
pretending this is not an issue. If we cherish
diversity so much, let us consider what we are
doing to protect it, in all of its forms. Either
that or we change our mission statement.
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Hockey, snow and
maple syrup
As the end of the semester is quickly
approaching, projects, papers and study
time are piling up. And as I was going
home last week, trying to organize my
thoughts into a schedule to hopefully
find a way to get everything done, I was
not a happy camper.
But then I walked down the stairs to
the train, and a few seconds after going
through the turnstiles,
my train arrived. Do
you have any idea how
happy that made me?
It was then that
I stopped thinking
about the articles I
had to write for my
classes, and spent the MARIANE ST-MAURICE
Opinion Editor
train ride home thinking of all the small things that make people happy. A no-wait train is definitely
one, as is getting a seat during rush hour
just because you decided to stand at the
right place, and someone got up.
One more thing about trains is the
impressive amount of weird things you
can witness there. Crazy people, singing
mariachis and people drooling in their
sleep might not make you “happy’’ per
se, but they are definitely entertaining.
Then, perhaps as you’re sitting there
listening to your iPod, feigning sleep yet
subtly peeking at the dance breakers, a
good song comes on. It doesn’t have to
be your favorite; it can just be a good,
new song, or something you love and
haven’t heard in a while.
I know Backstreet Boys songs always
work for me, but recently Danity Kane’s
“Damaged’’ and David Guetta’s “Love
Is Gone’’ have been doing a pretty good
job too.
The same goes for movies. Maybe it’s
because seeing a bad movie is disapointing, but I always feel happy when I see
a good, happy movie. The latest one that
made me really happy and warm and
fuzzy inside was August Rush – if you
haven’t seen it, grab a copy for that next
study break.
As anyone who remotely knows me
will tell you, I am a fan of food. Food
makes me happy. Some personal favorites include peanut butter, pasta, fruits
and, a no-fail for most women, chocolate.
When you think about it, it’s really
amazing that something so simple can
make a person so happy. There are studies that have said chocolate releases
some kind of hormone that positively
affect women, and based on experience
and things I’ve seen, those studies are
correct.
Oh – and need I mention shopping?
The mere fact that shopping has been
re-named “retail therapy’’ is enough
evidence that it makes people happy. I
always find that experience highly enhanced when I find amazing bargains.
There are tons more, like a walk in
the park on a beautiful spring day or a
nice dinner with friends, that make people happy. But before I can expand on
those, I have to get back to class work.
After all, that moment when I get everything done and hand in the final product always makes me happy. Be brave,
there are lots coming up!
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S&P director, Baruch grad, urges open-mindedness
BY ARI JAHJA

This is a tough year for the consumer. There is food inflation and
gas price inflation. In the aggregate, consumers are being more
cautious. As consumers postpone
spending, it translates into lost
sales opportunities for retailers
that we cover. It is also possible
that Christmas would not be great
this year. Last year wasn’t great either.

MARKET CORRESPONDENT

In continuation of its interview
series, The Ticker’s market correspondent had the honor of conducting a phone interview with
Marie Driscoll, the director of the
Consumer Discretionary Retail
Group for Standard & Poor’s Equity Research Services. She is one of
Baruch’s most prominent alumni
in the equity research arena.
Can you please tell us a little
about yourself?
I graduated from Baruch with
an MBA degree in 1999. Larry
Zicklin spoke at my graduation,
which was very exciting. I majored
in finance and investments. I had
worked in Wall Street for about 10
years before starting an MBA. My
undergraduate degree was in philosophy. I had been an equity analyst, but I had a hard time getting
back into the industry. It became
apparent that despite the fact that
I had experience, I had to increase
my formal education. I decided to
attend Baruch on a part-time basis. When I graduated, I got work
in an investment bank and after
that in the research department. I
was able to do what I wanted to do
by getting the degree at Baruch. I
also [got] a CFA along the way.
How did you decide to build a
career in equity research?
My undergraduate degree was
in philosophy. I spent many years
learning how to think, learning
how to be logical, learning how to
analyze, learning how to construct
an argument and learning how to
express what I thought. One day
I took a book out from the library
on economics and found it fascinating. After I graduated, I got a
job in the equity research department at Argus Research Company
and subsequently E.F. Hutton. It
sounds simple, but that’s how it
happened.
Why do you think students
should consider a career in equity research?

VIDEOSPIDER.TV

Driscoll discusses 2007’s Black Friday and her outlook for the holiday season with
WSJ.com’s Tim Hanrahan.
I think that learning how to
analyze a business and the forces
surrounding it is very interesting.
Learning how a company fits and
where its competitive advantages
are, whether the company is creating value or destroying value,
and understanding the dynamics
of the company is critical. However, that’s about the company,
not the stock. The stock valuation
is the final piece after you understand the company. You will make
projections about a company and
management, within the context
of macro environment. Some of
that aspect is also psychological.
Therefore, you have to think about
a lot of things, you have to ask a lot
of questions.
You have to be able to make a
decision in the absence of perfect
information, since there is no such
perfect information. Overall, equity research is very dynamic and
exciting. That’s why I really enjoy
it. I think if you understand these
factors, you can take your skill set
and go and work in the industry,
corporate finance or investment
management.
Can you share some invalu-

able lessons you have learned
along the way?
Since early on, I learned that it
is really important to keep management well informed that I’m
changing an opinion on the stock;
for example, a downgrade from a
“buy” to “hold” recommendation.
Keeping management in the loop
is important because you want
them to answer the phone when
you need some information from
them. I also learned that it is important to hear what other people
are saying.
As you become more senior in
the company, it’s important that
you keep different people around
you so that you are open to different ideas. One thing that all my
bosses have said to me is, “Every
day is a new day.” Every day you
can change your mind. Every day
there is new information. A problem that many research analysts
have is that even though they are
absorbing new information, they
like to stick with the old synopsis
and not change their opinion.
Speaking about the economy,
what is your outlook for consumers this year?

Given the challenging environment, what are the companies under your coverage that
can navigate through this?
At this point, I have a few buys
on a few stocks and my team has
some more. The aspirational shopper has already started to slow
down. What we’ve seen in the last
10 years and more is customers
that aspire a certain luxury product
and make various trade-offs. They
will buy groceries at Whole Foods,
but buy clothing at Old Navy.
But what we’ve seen in the
last five years, when there was a
period of easy money, is that it
made sense for consumers to tap
out their home equity loan and
buy whatever they wanted. Retailers and consumer product brands
were more than willing to continue to create new, desirable products. Right now there aren’t many
“must-have” products. We saw a
period of double-digit growth in
accessory, which are really high
margin and a way to extend the
brand.
We have a five star rating,
which is a strong buy, on Coach.
We think that they will continue
to do well despite a difficult environment. They positioned their
brand at flagship stores with limited products. But truly a lot of
their business comes from outlets,
where people think they are getting great deals.
We like Coach, and two other
specialty retailers that I like are
trading at low multiples with really
high margins. They are American
Eagle Outfitters and Abercrombie
& Fitch. American Eagle Outfitters
is more flexible in this environment because it is positioned as

“center of the road” brand, with
value players beneath it and above
it more aspirational brands such
as Abercrombie & Fitch. The traffic that it is getting in their flagship
locations is phenomenal.
So what fundamentals should
investors look for in specialty retail companies?
You want a growth story. You
want a brand that resonates with
the target market and has the ability to grow. You want a brand to be
multi-channeled, with no disconnect between the channels so that
the service levels are the same on
the Internet, catalog and on the
floor. You want a concept that is
not mature. You want to get in
at the early stage of their growth
phase. You believe that it benefits
from economies of scale. You want
something that differentiates, attracting more consumers to the
brand. Retailing is about product
and brand positioning, but also
about real estate skill set. You
want a retailer that knows how to
negotiate terms. You don’t want
to have the terms that when you
have sales increases, it all goes to
the landlord.
What is your advice to students who would like to pursue a
career in equity research?
As you know, the job market is
really tough out there now, and equity research has been tough since
2001. Many investment banks are
cutting back on hiring. Try to look
at S&P, which is not a bank, and investment management firms.
What is your recommendation for students to be a more attractive job candidate?
I would really suggest sharpening your writing skills and communication skills. That’s also a part of
equity research I’ve always found
exciting. Once you’ve found a conclusion, you will get a chance to
communicate it and share it with
other people.
Any final words?
Never give up and good luck.

Confidence is key in powerful choices
BY MIRELA MEHOVIC
STAFF WRITER

What constitutes a good decision maker? On April 4, some of
New York’s prominent businessmen visited Baruch to share their
views on the essential parts of decision making in the work force.
Robert A. Knakal, Charles Saunders, Alex Mashinsky and Iqbal
Kapadwala established that a secret formula for coming up with
a great decision does not exist.
It takes great determination and
confidence in a particular decision
in order to reach a successful and
powerful choice. The panelists also
agreed that at times, a “gut feeling“
could be just as reliable as other
methods for decision-making.
Mr. Knakal, the chairman and
founding partner of Massey Knakal
Realty Services, decided at age 27 to
start his partnership. Despite various ups and downs, he is content
with the decisions he has made.
He emphasized the importance of
making an informed decision, one
that takes into consideration large
amounts of information as well as

facts regarding the company’s best
interests. Knakal, who classified
himself as a “problem pre-emptor,”
likes to eliminate problems before
they occur.
After almost claiming bankruptcy after the events of Sept. 11,
when virtually every company was
downsizing, Knakal and his partner
decided to increase the size of their
company. By helping those who
were laid off, Knakal and his partner were able to help their company grow strategically.
Charles Saunders, vice president of Hospitality & Training and
general manager of Centerplate,
believes that there is a difference
between decision-making and a
choice. One must compile all information and resources in order
to fully understand the benefits or
consequences of the choices they
are faced with.
According to Saunders, one
must not fear the outcome of the
decision at hand, but instead embrace the challenge that is being offered. He states that it is very helpful
to get various opinions and insight
in order to see a broader spectrum.

IRINA KOT I SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

Panelists and students share a kodak moment in MGT 3120.
Making a decision without different perspectives can cause the decision maker to overlook important
details.
The founder and director of
LimoRes.net, Alex Mashinsky, believes that there is no such thing
as a right or wrong decision. Each
decision, no matter what it entails,

ultimately leads us down different paths. The more mistakes we
make in our choices, the faster we
can come up with a choice that can
bring tremendous success.
Alhough Mashinky does not like
to admit that he has made mistakes,
he believes it is better to fix mistakes than ignore them. Like many

of the guest speakers present, he reiterated the fact that a major failure
or setback is sometimes necessary
in order to succeed in the future.
Iqbal Kapadwala, director and
ssset manager of TIAA-CREF Global Real Estate, is also a Baruch College alumnus who graduated with
a bachelor’s in accounting. He believes that in order to make a good
decision, one must have a goal in
mind and ask questions such as
“What do I do now?” or “How can
I make things better?” Kapadwala
believes that making a decision
involves the process of evaluation.
He also places his own ethics at
the forefront rather than focusing
on the economic effects of the decision.
Through this panel discussion
these successful businessmen
gave eager Baruch students four
key steps to for decision-making:
1. Gather as much information as
possible, 2. Translate the information you have gathered into differing options, 3. Choose the best
option, and finally 4. Stick to the
decision you have made.
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Zicklin honors best with Service Award
BY ANASTASIA SAGALOVITCH
STAFF WRITER

On Friday, April 4 the Zicklin
School of Business recognized five
members of Zicklin’s full-time administrative staff through the Service Excellence Award. Dean John
Elliot presented the awards to Rosa
Alvarado De Jesus of the dean’s office, Candee Bates-Cherry of the
Graduate Academic Services, Akm
Hasan of the marketing department, Michael Eccles of the dean’s
office and Latisha Lane of the law
department.
The award recipients received a
plaque, a $1000 check and the honor of having their names mounted
on a permanent display board located next to the Zicklin office in
the Vertical Campus.
“These are the folks that you see
when you first enter departments or
offices, the secretarial and support
staff and other full-time administrators who work behind the scenes
in order to get students served, faculty paid and systems working,” explained Dean Elliot.
The vision statement which
specifies what each award represents reads “A culture of service
excellence entails responsiveness,
commitment and consistency in
meeting or exceeding the expectations of all members of the Zicklin
community — students, alumni,
faculty and colleagues — with professionalism, integrity, respect, dignity and enthusiasm.”
Some examples of different
characteristics and actions that
represent the vision statement’s
ideals were included in a FAQ section documented and distributed
to potential nominators and nominees.
Examples include “creating relationships that make people feel
valued, fostering interactions that
are enriching and respectful, going
the ‘extra mile’ beyond one’s official duties” and many others.
Dean Elliot shared some of the
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From left to right: Candee Bates-Cherry, Latisha Lane, Akm Hasan, Dean John Elliott, Associate Dean Phyllis Zadra, Michael Eccles, Professor Naomi Gardberg; Not pictured:
Rosa Alvarado-Dejesus.
comments provided by specific
nominators.
One of Rosa Alvarado De Jesus’s
nominators stated, “Rosa epitomizes excellence. She has always responded promptly and effectively
to my urgent plea when something
has gone very wrong with my computer. She puts out fires day after
day, and yet always has a positive
attitude.”
Candee Bates-Cherry’s nominator stated, “Candee does an amazing job of figuring out what the
person actually wants and to whom
they should be speaking. She has
extraordinary stamina and patience
in dealing with challenging phone
calls and in understanding the nature of the problem, even when she

can’t personally solve it.”
A nominator for Michael Eccles
said, “I use the [statistics] lab on the
11th floor and Michael Eccles has
been great helping me load on new
software or helping me getting the
room reserved and ready for class.
The students get a great deal from
the lab and Michael makes it easy
to use.”
Akm Hasan’s nominator said,
“He is a great asset to the department. He is always helpful and willing to go above and beyond. He is
proactive and doesn’t require follow-up. In particular, he has been a
huge asset in our recruiting efforts.
Just the other day, a colleague from
[Boston University] was singing his
praises to me.”

Latisha Lane’s faculty nominator stated, “Ms. Latisha Lane has
made a great impact on the entire
department’s productivity by routinely working with and responding
to numerous inquiries of students,
faculty, administrators, job applicants and other outside individuals. She is truly dedicated to superior customer service and constantly
displays initiative, creativity and innovation in problem solving.”
“She also demonstrates great
skill and dedication as the supervisor of our student aides and other
assistants. Ms. Lane continually
goes out of her way to be helpful,
responsive and creative in all of her
dealings with our faculty, students,
administrators and other Baruch

employees and outside people.”
The nomination process for
these awards, which took place
early in the spring, were open to the
entire Zicklin community. Nominators selected up to three individuals
per job category and were asked to
provide a brief explanation to describe why the candidates deserved
each award.
The final recipients were selected through a committee headed
by Professor Naomi Gardberg and
composed of the representatives
of various Zicklin School of Business and graduate departments,
along with one undergraduate and
graduate student’s selected nomination.
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Microsoft pushes,
Yahoo! holds tight
BY ALAN ZENG
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Microsoft’s recently proposed
proxy battle takeover of Yahoo! has
taken the markets by storm. After an unsuccessful bid of $31 per
share made public back in February, Microsoft CEO Steve Ballmer
made a second attempt to buy out
the search engine. Yahoo! called
the bid “unsolicited,” however, the
firm has not made an attempt to reject the offer.
The $44.6 billion price tag was
not enough considering Yahoo! believes it is worth to be at least $56
billion, or $40 per share. Back in
November of 2007, the market price
for a share of Yahoo! stood at $31,
but has been declining because of
the economy’s current slump.
Currently, Yahoo’s price per
share has been fluctuating in the
upper 20s. Wall Street analysts expect Yahoo! to report earnings of
nine cents a share with revenues
of $1.32 billion. There are hopes
that Microsoft will raise its bid after
seeing Yahoo’s numbers. The buyout may stay at the initial $31 per
share and may even see a modest
increase. Current Yahoo! CEO Jerry
Yang is playing the waiting game,
hoping to come out of the battle
unscathed.
A proxy battle is an attempt to
win over the majority of shareholders in a company so that they, the
purchasers, can replace all or some
of the current board of directors. Microsoft is using this strategy to gain
a hold of most of Yahoo’s shares
in order to have enough power to
elect the board of directors.
Yahoo!, with its “poison-pill”
provision, is giving its investors the
right to prevent an outside company, in this case Microsoft, from
owning more than 15 percent of
Yahoo! stock.
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As a result, Microsoft can only
gain control of the company if it
convinces Yahoo!’s population of
shareholders to vote out of a current director and put a new, more
friendly and effective one in place.
This heated buyout is one of
many with Google in dominating
the Internet scene. Back in October of 2007, Microsoft successfully
became an advertising partner of
Facebook.com, the popular online
social network, for $240 million.
Nonetheless, the winner in that
bid was Facebook’s founder Mark
Zuckerberg. Microsoft’s hasty bids
against Google’s every move might
cause more harm than anything
else.
In a recent decision, Microsoft
outsourced some of its advertisements to Google, the most widelyused search engine. According
to research firm ComSource Inc.,
Google conducted 59.8 percent of
searches while Yahoo! was at 21.3
percent, for a combined total of
81.1 percent of all searches.
The three companies are currently involved in anti-trust scrutiny. Any type of agreement from
either side will make the search advertising market “far less competitive,” thus infringing trust activities.
As of now, Ballmer has declined
to increase its bid for the company.
Microsoft’s deadline for Yahoo! to
engage in negotiations was set for
April 26,, but Yahoo has yet to provide a firm response. Ballmer is
also considering the possibility of
building its advertising business
without having to buy Yahoo.

Big ‘5’ for enhancement
BY ANODRI SUCHDEVE

ers create positive and memorable
work experiences.
Lewis Mintzer, the marketing
When we prepare for an inter- director from URS, said, “When
view, we research the company we looking at résumés, the GPA is not
will be interviewing along with oth- the only thing we look at. I look for
er important details. This informa- how active a person has been in the
past, how long each job lasted
tion gives employers a feel that we,
and most importantthe candidates, are knowlly, which school
edgeable and proficient.
they graduated
Sometimes we forfrom.”
get that employers
John Hui,
look at other dea
senior
tails to get a better
marketing
understanding of
executive
their job applifrom Labcants. Believe it
Corp and
or not, employers
Andrew
know that résumés
Stanger, vice
can be exaggerated
president of
and even false. So
Client Services
why do employers still
with SciMedMehire candidates that are
dia and AMP Comless knowledgeable than
munications,
others?
mentioned that it is
One reason could be
important to pursue a few
that the company is in
internships during your
major need of staff. The
college years.
company might also be
They also mentioned that
willing to train you beparticipating in many colcause you can do the job.
lege activities is important in
Most of the time, it is your
obtaining a well-rounded eduattitude that gets you the
job. Your attitude actual- ILLUSTRATION BY cation. Students have a lot of
advantages and more opporly counts more than your
EDWARD WU I
tunities to try out what they
knowledge.
THE TICKER
like when they venture out and
Your attitude is dependent of your personality and join different clubs.
Even though mistakes and failflows into how you behave and react in certain situations. There are ures are troubling, they are the best
five main personality traits, “The tools for learning. In fact, many
Big Five,” that influence your atti- mistakes have the potential to turn
into positive learning experiences
tude and behavior.
They include: extroversion, that can ultimately help students
agreeableness, conscientiousness, be successful in the future. Who
emotional stability and openness knows ... your biggest mistake
to experience. These traits are vital could one day lead you to the best
in every job since they help work- experience of your life.
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Features

PAGE 14 I THE TICKER FEATURES

MAY 5, 2008

Celebrate celibacy or chase away chastity

BY ANNA AULOVA
STAFF WRITER

Ever considered pledging your
virginity to your father? The idea
seems a bit strange in liberal New
York City, but such practices are on
the rise in other parts of the state.
Known as chastity or purity balls,
these formal events are common
in the more conservative southern and midwestern states. During
these events, which are often associated with Christianity, females
as young as 10 years old dress up in
gowns and pledge to abstain from
premarital sexual intercourse to
their fathers while in return fathers
pledge to protect their daughter’s
“purity” of mind and body. Daughters then receive a ring as a symbol
of her chastity.
Living in such a progressive era,
one must wonder if these balls are
necessary. Just how comfortable
would you be leaving such an intimate decision to your parent? If you
attended this event before you hit
your teen years, how aware would
you be of your choice?
The article “Student for Virginity” by Randall Patterson in the
March issue of The New York Times
Magazine, discussed college students’ choices to stay pure until
marriage. In one of the case studies
mentioned, Janie Fredell attended
Harvard University from Colorado
Springs and was amazed at how
freely people accepted the concept
of sex before marriage, while virtu-

ally every girl from her hometown
wore a chastity ring at all times.
Back in Colorado Springs, however, the Ivy League school was
named “godless, liberal Harvard”
and many were unhappy with her
choice to study there. While chastity balls promote faith and virtue,
they leave teenagers with only one
option and expect it to be the right
one.
Although arguments in support
of these formal events point out
the elimination of unplanned pregnancies and STDs, Randall’s article
views them from another perspective. Using a study done by two
sociologists, statistics have shown
“those who took virginity pledges
preserved their technical virginity
about 18 months longer than teenagers who didn’t pledge” and “they
were six times more likely to engage
in oral sex than virgins who hadn’t
taken a pledge.”
The study also concluded “they
were also much less likely to use
condoms during their first sexual
experience or to be tested for sexually transmitted diseases.”
When asked for their opinions,
Baruch students provide slightly
different views. Christian Orellana,
sophomore, strongly opposed the
idea of abstinence. “I highly doubt
the pledges work. In this day and
age, with sexuality being so freely
accepted, more and more people
become tempted to explore it,” he
said. “Unfortunately, a lot of marriages end up in divorce, so the
thought of marrying and losing
your virginity to ‘the one’ might be
a little naïve.”
In contrast, other Baruch students expressed support of chastity pledges. Lisa O’Connor stated,
“abstinence is more important than
safe sex. Safe sex, practiced at 15
or 25 years of age, is still sex. Ab-

stinence, on the other hand, is the
surest way to prevent mistakes and
regretful decisions.”
She went on to highlight one
benefit of chastity balls, saying,
“Nowadays, children begin promiscuity before hitting puberty, so for girls as young as 10,
dressing up and having a
party to pledge their virginity is not necessarily
a bad thing.”
Such
sentiments
bring up the issue of sex
education. Many activists who have founded and
spoken for abstinence groups
within their colleges believe that
sex education promotes promiscuity.
Randall’s article states
that Princeton’s abstinence group was so
greatly influenced
by the Christian
religion
that
they went on
to condemn
homosexuality and
marriage
as well.

Cindy Ho of
Baruch’s counseling center,
expressed her
thoughts on
sexual

education. “From a health point
of view, education is the most important aspect of these situations.
Parents are responsible for having
a discussion with their children
about both abstinence and safe
sex, not one or the other,” she explained.
The majority seemed to agree
sex education is important for both
those who choose to pledge their
virginity and those who are sexually active.
“When such decisions lack the
proper knowledge, they are more
likely to end up in feelings of guilt,”
Ho said. “Since in today’s society it
is inevitable to have one’s child be
exposed to the idea of sex, informative discussions are the key to
a healthy lifestyle.”
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n Girls as young as
10 pledge their virginity to their fathers
at purity balls

Being USG, not as easy as it seems

THE PROUSTIAN PROBE
BY REBECCA FORBES
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

BY WILLIAM BATTAGLIA
USG CORRESPONDENT

It’s 9 p.m. on a Tuesday evening,
just one hour after their weekly
meeting yet the Undergraduate
Student Government offices on
the third floor of the Vertical
Campus remain busy. While the
vice president of campus affairs,
Harry Melo, is making phone calls,
Treasurer Rezwana Hoque is sitting
at her desk. A mountain of papers
is stacked in front of her but she is
determined to finish her work. Any
of these voucher papers can range
from pre-bills and vender invoices
to reimbursements. This is an
ordinary day in the lives of USG.
“This week I had about 300
vouchers come in Monday.
Sometimes, I have to take it home
because there is so much work,”
said Hoque. Considered the
workhorse of USG, Hoque’s strong
work ethic is emblematic of the
organization. As treasurer of USG,
she is responsible for nearly 120
clubs and organizations, as well as
USG, by managing their budgets.
“I just want people to understand
how hard and difficult it is to do
this work while being a student,”
she explained of her position.
“Just think, you have your regular
courses, your midterms, your
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Like Hoque, Vice President Mary Grace Torres and President Anthony Hernadez battle
school work as well as USG responsibilities.
finals, plus a job that requires you
to be there 60 hours a week.”
Hoque remains baffled by
recent comments from some
club presidents regarding USG. “I
don’t know where this negative
perception of USG comes from
because we gave appeals to every

club that asked for an appeal,” she
said.
Some clubs felt that they
weren’t being funded fairly with
money going to bigger clubs and
organizations with major events,
while the smaller, lesser known
clubs were given low budgets to

work with.
“The process itself is kind of
bureaucratic and I understand
that, but it’s the policy from the
school and I can’t change that,”
said Hoque. “If clubs don’t fully
utilize their money, they probably
won’t get that much money the
year after.”
Another issue raised by some
club presidents, such as Juan
Cadavid of Por Colombia (April
14 issue of The Ticker), was
that USG needed to bridge the
communication gap between
themselves and clubs. However,
Hoque had a different take on this
matter.
“A lot of clubs do know me.
I have a good relationship with
everybody. Sometimes, you can’t
make everybody happy,” she
explained. “I try to help them as
much as possible. I try my best.
People hate you and love you at the
same time.”
While some students may still
have their doubts in USG, Hoque
stated she students to realize what it
takes to be part of Baruch’s student
government. “It’s not easy,” she
said. “It may seem like everything
can be done in a second, but there
is so much work, dedication and
passion that needs to be put in to
do this.”

In the late
19th
century, French
writer Marcel Proust
popularized
the pastime
of answerTHOMAS TEUFEL
ing several
q u e s t i o n s Philosophy professor
that
were
meant to reveal the preferences of the person.
This issue’s interviewee
is Professor Thomas Teufel of
the philosophy department.
Who are your favorite authors? Charles Darwin, Immanuel Kant, Thomas Mann,
Gabriel García Márquez and
Hendrik Herzberg
What is your most obvious
characteristic?
My cheerfulness.
What is your favorite kind
of journey? Motorcycle road
trips.
What is the most overrated
virtue? No virtues are overrated, but some vices are underrated.
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Bat boy at Baruch
BY SHERRY MAZZOCCHI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Jeffrey Epstein, a 21-year-old
student at Baruch, has a job that
most New Yorkers could only
dream of: he’s a bat boy for the New
York Yankees.
He was introduced
to
Yankee bat boys
through his father, who works
as a security
guard at Shea
Stadium. A YanJEFFREY EPSTEIN
kee fan since
Junior
birth,
Epstein
first worked for
free, even offering to help unload
equipment at 2 a.m. Eventually,
his hard work paid off when he was
asked to fill in for an absent bat
boy.
Epstein was starstruck when he
first started working on the field. “I
was walking up to the locker room
with another bat boy and I said, ‘I
can’t go in there.’ He told me, ‘You
can go in. You work here.’”
At first, Epstein felt out of place.
But now that he’s worked there a
year and a half, he said the ball players are just regular people. “They sit
around in the club house before the
game and joke around. They watch
the movie “Jackass” in the locker
room. They all scream when they
see certain parts. They go nuts.”
It’s not all glamour work. Bat
boys (there are no Yankee bat
girls) come in early and stay late.
The toughest work begins after
the game, cleaning cleats and doing laundry for all the players and
coaches. Then, the shoes and laundry have to be sorted and put in
lockers. Sometimes, they spend a
lot of time looking for two matching socks for players. “And then
the next day, players always have
something missing and you have to
go through all of the lockers looking
for it,” he said.
But the best part of the job is being inside the dugout or on the field
during games. Epstein said fans always scream at him to throw them

baseballs. “‘It’s my son’s birthday!’ I
hear that five times a day,” he said.
Sometimes, they even ask for his
autograph, something he is forbidden to give out. Fans have even
given him their cell phones, asking him to talk to fans back home.
“Some of them cry, they get so excited,” he said.

Alumnus goes from
buff geek to TV sleek

“[The Yankees] sit
around in the club
house ... and watch
the movie ‘Jackass.’”
-Jeffrey Epstein
Junior, Yankee bat boy

When Epstein works home
games, he is often the bat boy for the
visiting team. A particularly ironic
part of his job involves wearing the
Red Sox uniform when they play
the Yankees. “I hate that,” he said.
He isn’t allowed to be in the Red
Sox dugout in a Yankee uniform or
vice versa. One time, when he had
to get a pair of shoes for himself,
he walked over to the Yankee side
in enemy uniform. His fellow bat
boys in Yankee pinstripes teased
him, saying, “I’m not helping you.”
Epstein has even appeared on TV
in the red uniform. “After the game,
I have all these text messages from
my friends calling me a traitor,” he
laughed. Epstein did say the Sox
treat Yankee bat boys well and give
good tips.
The hardest day of Epstein’s job
came last season when the Yankees
lost to Cleveland. He was in the
Cleveland dugout, watching them
celebrate and spray each other
with champagne. “It was so hard,”
he said. “It was so bad to watch.”
Epstein, a marketing major, expressed interest in an internship
with the Yankees. He pointed out
that the general manager, Brian
Cashman, started out as an intern.
“Anything can happen,” he said.

CW.COM

Before the show, Prager notably competed in Mr. Baruch, the bodybuilding competition.

CW.COM

CW.COM

Prager before (left) and after (right) his makeover on “Beauty and the Geek.”
BY JANA KASPERKEVIC
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

“I’m funny and I don’t get laid”
were the words that ensured Jason
Prager’s spot on the cast of The CW’s
“Beauty and the Geek.” That and his
built body, which Prager showed
off by ripping off his shirt during a
casting interview, also earned him
the moniker “one buff geek.”
The beginning of Prager’s reality show career actually started in
the gym, his favorite part of Baruch
College, when he dropped an 80pound dumbbell on his right hand
and broke two fingers. Unable to do
much else, Prager tried his luck at
the “Beauty and the Geek” interview, a show he felt he should have
been on since it first aired.
“My love of video games, movies
and TV have pretty much propelled
me into the geek category. That may
be [so for] many people but other
than the gym, those forms of entertainment are my entire life,” said
Prager. “My general lack of a social
life has hammered me as being labeled a geek, which I’ve been calling myself since the first season.”
According to Prager, “geek” can
be defined as “someone who is
confident and knowledgeable in
certain specific categories and who
is socially awkward.”
The one thing that made Prager
stand out from other applicants
was his obsession with working out.
Students who have taken classes
with Prager at Baruch claim that he
“lived” in the gym while attending

classes. At Baruch, Prager doesn’t
deny feeling like a geek but also
joked that he was only one of the
10,000 geeks attending the school.
The concept behind the “Beauty
and the Geek” reality show is to ensure that while the geeks gain certain social skills, the beauties prove
themselves to be more than just a
pretty face. The beauty and geek
team, which were formed later on
in this current season than in previous seasons, shows that most improvement wins.
When asked what he could
teach a beauty, Prager said his answer was along the lines of, “I can
teach her about ways of life, which
she never knew existed. For example, while she was worried about
her date for the prom, I was worried about getting my ass kicked,
which the beauties thought only
happened in movies.”
One of the most exciting parts
and turning points in the show is
the makeover, which all of the geeks
looked forward to.
“I didn’t feel it changed who I
was, just gave me a new perspective on how I can look on the outside when I want to dress up. So
far I have kept the black hair and
the clothes [but] not the contacts
[since] they irritated me. Plus, I feel
the glasses add to my look,” said
Prager, who claimed that the chest
wax was not as bad as putting the
contacts on.
The show, however, is not all
fun and games. The cast lived under stressful conditions during the
actual filming. Prager felt that the

erratic food schedules, lack of sleep
and being forced to wait in a van or
sitting area for up to six hours while
a challenge finished were created
to get the cast out of their comfort
zone. This established and maintained pressure and tension among
them.
“The fights between the cast
usually involved the girls and it usually involved some form of bitchiness. Fights over who looks better
and who the guys want to be with
were common, although remarkably uncommon now that Randi is
gone,”Prager explained. “The fights
involving the guys were usually
against production and, therefore,
were off-camera.”
In past seasons of the show,
fights and problems extended to
the teams and certain geeks found
it difficult to get along with their
beautiful partners. Prager and his
partner Kristina, nicknamed “Daddy’s girl,” did not find themselves in
such a predicament.
“I thought Kristina was a great
partner [since] we were a very
strong team. She obviously did better in challenges and I added to our
house diplomacy, which is very
important in a competition where
we eliminate each other,” admitted
Prager. “We also had some really
great conversations and I made her
laugh a lot.”
Prager felt that his time at
“Beauty and the Geek” was a success considering he was not first to
be eliminated and was instead the
fifth to be eliminated this season.

Arts
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Moviemakers make their mark
BY JANA KASPERKEVIC
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

The stars of “The Dominick Sanders Story” posing at it’s premiere at Baruch College.

On Monday, April 14, Baruch
College rolled out the red carpet
and hosted its first movie premiere.
Even though there were no stars to
gawk at, Baruch students proudly
presented their work. The Moviemakers Club, a relatively new organization at Baruch College, has successfully filmed and released their
first feature film. Ready to present it
to the Baruch community, the club
arranged two showings, one on
that Monday and another to follow
three days later during club hours.
Kalechi Noel, director of the
movie stated, “It was extremely fun
working with all these people. Prior
to this project, most of us did not
know each other. Over the course
of four months, the cast and crew
developed a bond and relationship
that I believe will carry on forever.
We became a family.”
Noel, who was “extremely happy” with the turnout of the first
showing stated that the movie sold
175 seats and that students were
turned down because they had
tried to get tickets too late. The second showing took place that same
week during club hours and half
of the Engelman Recital Hall seats
were filled.
“Considering we are a new club,
with no credibility, I was glad to
know we had so many people who
had an interest in our project. It
turned out a lot better than I expected,” said Noel.
Students could recognize a lot
of familiar places and faces in the
movie, as it was filmed on and
around the campus using student
actors. The main character, Dominic Sanders, was played by Johnathan Blake with Jamieson Hill and
Lola Akinola filling the two supporting roles.
“Getting permission to film on
Baruch, as well as anywhere ‘for
free,’ is usually a hit or miss type of
deal. We got turned down at many
locations. The locations you saw in
the movie were the result of hard
work and persistence in getting
what we wanted,” Noel said on the
locations used for the movie.
The two main problems that the
club faced throughout production
were the budget and schedule constraints. These obstacles prevented
the club from reaching the original

deadline of February 2008. “Feature
films can be costly, especially when
you don’t own equipment and have
to rent,” admitted Noel, who went
on to say that these obstacles did
not have “much of an impact on the
final product.”
Omar Derby, a Baruch senior,
agreed stating, “Given the limited
resources and shoe-string budget,
‘The Dominick Sanders Story’ delivered with humor and twists. Even
though a couple of the scenes felt
too long and aimless, the dramatic
story line managed to keep me interested with some well-acted and
well-shot scenes.”
The movie does indeed have a
complicated plot with parts that
have been done before, along with
new additions. The story line provides enough material to captivate
the audience throughout its entire
run, but at points it drags on and
seems cliché with various themes
and subplots intertwining and
overlapping. While the Moviemakers sought to produce a feature film,
which they have certainly created,
a smaller and simpler plot might
have allowed them to produce a
movie with better quality.
According to Noel this was the
first movie project for many of the
students. Some of the parts reflected this lack of experience when
certain screen shots featured cut
off heads for people in the frames.
Even with minor flaws, the movie
managed to maintain a certain level of professionalism.
“It didn’t feel, to me, like a
home-made movie,” said Isabela
Fernandes, sophomore. “It was absolutely professional, something
I would have expected to see at
NYFA or NYU Tisch.”
Fernandes, who after viewing
the movie, has been interested in
joining the club. The Moviemakers
club is currently accepting ideas
for their upcoming movie, which
is scheduled to be filmed over the
summer.
“No experience [is] necessary,
and anyone is welcome to pitch a
script. The club will vote on the best
script and then we’ll work together
to bring those ideas to reality,” said
Noel. “If anyone has an idea for a
script, they need to get in touch
with us as soon as possible.”
For more information contact
the club at moviemakers@baruch.
cuny.edu or via Facebook.

A song to serenade the students
BY ANGELA CURMI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Although Baruch College is
most widely known as a business
school, the students here possess
a range of skills far beyond crunching numbers.
In the hope of finding musically-inclined students to form an
ensemble to play at open house
events, David Keller, an admissions
counselor at Baruch, recently sent
out a mass e-mail to the student
body about his idea.
“I thought that having Baruch
musicians play at admissions open
houses would be a great recruitment tool, not only highlighting the
arts at the college, but introducing
Baruch musicians to one another
and providing them with an outlet
their classroom may not have afforded,” Keller says. “As a former
actor and singer, I’m sensitive to

this and continually go out of my
way to stress to a prospective student the existence of the arts and
sciences at Baruch.”
About 12 students responded,
two of whom, Manru Xu and Joshua Carey, will be playing at a May
10 open house, while another six
of the students will be involved in
future events. Keller did not hold
auditions, but met with students to
assess their musical abilities and to
discuss rehearsal needs and music
choices.
It was ultimately decided that
classical and jazz standards would
be used and that the pieces should
be simple and unobtrusive because
the music at these events will be
used for background ambiance
rather than for a performance.
Aside from setting these guidelines,
Keller has left the choice of pieces
to the students, who may make
their decision based on their own

abilities.
The open house for high school
juniors on May 10 will be the first
opportunity for the students to
perform, as guests are entering the
venue and settling in, and again
at the end of the program as they
are gathering for tours and asking
questions. Xu will be playing classical piano at the start of the event
and Carey will be playing jazz piano
at the end of the ceremony.
Manru Xu, a junior majoring in
accounting with a math minor, has
been playing piano for 15 years.
Though she generally plays classical music and Chinese folk songs,
she is open to a variety of genres.
She also has a great deal of experience in performing, having played
as a soloist and in ensembles in
high school. She has also been a
piano accompanist for the chorus
at Sun Yat-Sen University in Guangzhou, China before she transferred

to Baruch.
After learning about Keller’s
request in the weekly Student Life
e-mail, Xu immediately became interested in this opportunity to gain
more experience and get to know
other musicians at Baruch.
“I had been wondering why Baruch didn’t have its own ensemble
as I could see there are many talented music lovers at Baruch,” she
says. “I hope more students will
join us. This will be an invaluable
chance for everyone.”
Joshua Carey, who is pursuing
his MBA in entrepreneurship and
small business management, is
also a pianist.
Though he studied classical
piano when he was younger, he got
into jazz about two years ago when
he was at City College’s Sonic Arts
program through his jazz-loving
friends. He currently plays with two
bands at his church, Christ Taber-

nacle in Queens, and is working on
a second album, called Lights Out.
Carey is excited about the idea
of forming an ensemble that will
help showcase the arts at Baruch.
“When I talk to people about
Baruch,” he says, “they say things
like ‘great business school’ […] but,
from what I understand, there’s a
large arts scene there too. Creating
an arts ensemble would both exemplify the diversity of Baruch’s student body and provide yet another
creative outlet for its students. It
would be a big plus for the college.”
Both Xu and Carey are also looking forward to future events, sharing Keller’s hope that these open
house performances will lead to
the formation of a permanent Baruch instrumental ensemble.
“I always knew there were musicians at Baruch; the trick is to find
them,” says Keller. “I think we’re off
to a good start.”
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Break of Reality breaks boundaries
BY MICHELLE MICHALOS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Bach, Mozart, Haydn … Metallica? For classically trained cello rock
band, Break of Reality, who were
recently featured in the Baruch
Performing Arts Center’s 55 Underground series, the usual repertoire
certainly does not apply. “We try
to think outside the box and find
ways to experiment with different
sounds and genres,” says percussionist Ivan Trevino.
Formed in 2003 at the Eastman School of Music in Rochester,
NY, the band began as a side project for cellists Patrick Laird, Erin
Keesecker and Chris Thibdeau.
Jeff Hood, an original member, left
the group in 2004. Break of Reality
soon morphed into its current form
when Trevino joined in 2004.
Due to Eastman’s emphasis on
classical music, the band was understandably apprehensive about
how they would be received. “We
didn’t want to tell our teachers at
first,” joked Trevino, “but once we
started building a fan base, the
school was willing to take us under
their wing.”
Inspired in part by the Finnish
cello metal group, Apocalyptica,
Break of Reality has performed several covers by bands like Metallica
and System of a Down, but still have
a strong focus on their own original pieces, which are as varied as
the members’ own musical tastes.
“Our interests are really across the
boards. We’re not all metal heads,”
says Trevino.
While some songs on their second and most recent album, The
Sound Between (their first album,
Voiceless, is officially un-released
but can be requested through their
website) have a clear heavy metal
edge, others are more classically
influenced.
Some, such as the track “Circles,”
which has a Middle Eastern flair,

have a unique qualities that defy
conventional labels, and conventional audiences. “It’s so strange,
because there are young people in
college and high school and older
classical fans at our shows. All the
demographics come together —
partly because we play instrumental music,” says Trevino.
Known for their thunderous sound — and coined by fans,
“Heavy Cello Thunder” — the band
plays acoustic shows (with three
cellos and an African drum called
a djembe) and electric shows (with
three amplified cellos and a drum
set), both of which are featured on
The Sound Between.
While the group holds workshops and performs at many high
schools and colleges in the New
York area, they have also performed
at popular New York rock clubs
such as Joe’s Pub and The Knitting
Factory, along with various venues ranging from the Times Square
subway station to the Bethesda
Fountain in Central Park.
This past winter, the band had
the opportunity to bring their music to Texas as part of a tour that
took them to many schools in
the state, including some smaller
towns, like Trevino’s hometown of
Victoria. “We like to play in places
where there is not a lot of music,”
says Trevino.
What does the future hold for
Break of Reality? After a busy year
of performing since their graduation from Eastman in 2007 (with the
exception of Trevino, who graduated in 2006), the group is planning
to take a break from the spotlight to
compose new material for their next
album. “We might release a double
disk with seven original tracks and
seven covers,” says Trevino.
The band is also considering
holding a showcase concert next
year at the Highland Ballroom, located in Manhattan. Several members are even planning to go on to
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The members of Break of Reality try to experiment with different sounds and generes.
graduate school, including Trevino,
who is returning to Eastman later
this year.
“We’re really focused on preserving instrumental music,” says

Trevino, echoing the band’s hope
to promote music education and
encourage students to think about
music in new ways.
Hopefully, with the ability to

draw recital hall crowds to the mosh
pit, Break of Reality will continue to
redefine musical conventions for
years to come. Yo-Yo Ma, eat your
heart out.
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BY ANA DEL ROSARIO
BPAC MARKETING INTERN

The Acting Company has
prepared a hybrid version
of Herman Melville’s story,
drawing a parallel between
King Lear and Captain Ahab.
On Tuesday, May 6 at 8 p.m.
for $15 a ticket, check out
how a tyrannical actor-manager leads his crew to Captain
Ahab’s fateful voyage across
the open seas aboard the Pequod in search of the whale,
Moby Dick.
This Wednesday from
12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m, the
Office of Student Affairs will
present a free screening of the
award-winning documentary,
Hip Hop: Beyond Beats and
Rhymes, created by the antisexist activist, Byron Hurt.
The Acting Company will
also present The Tempest on
Thursday and Friday at 8 p.m.,
and Saturday at 2 p.m. and 8
p.m. Don’t miss out on this
tale by England’s greatest dramatist, Shakespeare.
This Thursday, May 8 at
8 p.m. the Repast Ensemble
brings Ah! Crudele. Music by
Handel, Vivaldi, Rossi and
Stradella, complemented by
Tartini’s impetuous violin sonata, “Didone Abbandonata,”
and will be performed.
For more information on
upcoming performances, visit
baruch.cuny.edu/bpac. Don’t
forget to tune into The BPAC
Hour, Wednesdays from 5 to
6 p.m. at wbmbradio.com for
interviews and updates on our
upcoming shows.

The Kingdom is
forbidden, viewers
BY STEPHEN CHAN
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Jackie Chan and Jet Li have
never shared the big screen. Both
martial arts icons have been entertaining international audiences for
years and have played a huge role
in keeping the Asian presence alive
in Hollywood. Now that they finally
join forces, fans would expect an
epic masterpiece. Unfortunately,
with The Forbidden Kingdom, we
get a generic, cliché-cluttered film
that does not add to the legacy of
the stars featured in the film or the
martial arts film genre.
The plot centers around a kungfu-movie-obsessed Caucasian teen
who gets teleported into a fantasy
world where the Monkey King (Li)
has been imprisoned in stone by a
ruthless warlord wreaking havoc
on the country. With the help of a
drunk, (Chan, whose fighting skills
improve with every swig of wine),
and a disciplined monk, (Li playing dual roles) and, of course, a
Chinese girl who is as deadly as
her killer looks, the fan attempts to
overthrow the warlord and revive
the Monkey King.
Though a bit on the Disney side,
the premise has potential, especially with Chan and Li involved. But
the film has an over-dramatic tone
that draws unintended laughs. It is
bogged down with stale dialogue
that resorts to overused kung fu
movie banter like “Be as water: soft
yet capable of moving rocks.”
Just when the fight sequences
begin to thrill audiences, unnecessary special effects suck the

AINTITCOOL.COM

life out of the action. Somebody
should have told the filmmakers
that punches hurt plenty enough
without blue fire shooting from the
actor’s fists.
As for the stars, Chan, as always,
is goofy in a likeable way and Li is
stern and focused. But though they
are comfortable with the material,
they seem to be just going through
the motions. They have earned
their places in martial arts and the
movie world. Why not incorporate
these skills and their spirits in a
work that is worthy of their talent?
It is well known that a majority of
martial art films are silly and indistinguishable. Too bad the combination of Masters Chan and Li could
not fight to change this depressing
truth.

Science
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Joke of the Week . . .
Q: Why did the bear melt in water?
A: Because it was polar!

Clouds of doubt over China
n Air pollution
raises concerns for
Olympic athletes
BY JOHN MORONI
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

With the 2008 Summer Olympics to be held in Beijing, China
in less than four months, there is
growing concern about the city’s
poor air quality and its effect on
athletes. Despite the fact that the
Beijing Municipal Government has
vehemently tried to reduce the severe pollution. The air pollution in
Beijing is still considered to be at
least two to three times higher than
levels regarded as safe by the World
Health Organization. Unfortunately, as the Olympic games draw closer, the list of environmental issues
continues to grow.
China is rapidly expanding in
both the industrial and economic
sectors. With this rapid growth
comes its own set of problems, in
particular, increases in pollution.
According to CNN, 16 of the 20
most polluted cities in the world
are in China. Since the Olympics
put the host city in the international spotlight, Beijing is desperately
trying to put forward a good image
of the country.
Beijing has switched most of its
coal energy to gas energy, closed 10
percent of its power stations and
planted millions of trees to help
solve some of its environmental
problems. Despite all of these efforts, the International Olympic
Committee’s medical commission
recently analyzed air quality data
recorded by the Beijing Environment Protection Bureau and found
that athletes who compete in outdoor events that require high intensity physical effort may be at risk
due to the hazardous air conditions.
This will be a problem considering
the Summer Olympics hold almost
every single event outdoors.
A leading exercise physiologist
for the United States Olympic Com-

ILLUSTRATION BY DUSTIN WINEGAR I THE TICKER

Despite China’s environmental efforts, used to allay athletes’ fears, some scientists are still advocating the use of face masks.
mittee, Randy Wiber, is strongly
encouraging American athletes to
train outside of China and to arrive in Beijing at the last possible
moment. He is also recommending that athletes wear specially designed masks over their noses and
mouths from when they arrive in
Beijing until they compete. While
this may offend the Chinese gov-

ernment, it may be in the best interest of the athletes to protect their
health instead of trying to please
the host country.
As the games draw nearer, athletes continue to prepare for the
worst despite the International
Olympic Committee’s confidence
in China’s effort to improve air
quality. Many athletes have de-

cided not to risk their careers and
have deeply considered pulling out
of the Olympics, including marathon world record holder Haile
Gebrselassie and the world’s No. 1
ranked women’s tennis player, Justine Henin. Both of these athletes
suffer from asthma. Some athletes
who have competed in Olympic
test events in Beijing last year com-

plained that the noxious air made it
extremely difficult to breath. These
athletes were consistently nauseous
and suffered from upper respiratory infections. There were even
other reports of training Olympians
coughing up black mucus deciding
to train in hotel lobbies because the
air outside was too disgusting. Carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide and
nitrogen dioxide contribute to poor
breathing conditions according to
Beijing’s air reports in addition to
emissions from vehicles, coal factories and construction sites.
The significance of improving
air quality is not only essential for
the welfare of these athletes, but
for the Chinese population as well.
According to the World Health Organization, around 760,000 people
die prematurely each year due to
respiratory problems in China. According to the People’s Republic of
China’s own report, two thirds of
cities where air quality data is available are polluted.
Respiratory and heart diseases
related to air pollution are among
the top leading causes of death in
the country. China’s water problems are almost as bad as its air
problems with nearly 90 percent
of urban bodies of water polluted,
high frequencies of acid rain and
low supplies of adequate drinking
water. With living conditions unbearable for their citizens, China
may want to consider expanding
their environmental clean up far
beyond the Olympics.
While the environmental issues
continue to mount, we must also
recall that there was concern about
the host city’s air quality before the
1984 Summer Games in Los Angeles and in 2004 in Athens, back
when air quality was not a problem. Unfortunately, environmental
concerns aren’t the only problems
that lie behind the Bamboo Curtain. Hopefully, China will clean up
its act so that a world where there
is political tension and war can set
differences aside and enjoy international sportsmanship and competition.

Memory games boost brainpower
BY KEITH ARORA-WILLIAMS
USG CORRESPONDENT

With games like “Brain Age” and
“Brain Training” for the handheld
video game system Nintendo DS
selling 11.71 million copies worldwide, it has become clear that increases in improving intelligence
through hi-tech memory games
has become a popular form of recreation.
Knowing that, who would have
thought that a simple children’s
card game would be the first recreational diversion to be confirmed by
scientists to augment brainpower?
An intensified version of the memory game “Concentration,” which
involves remembering the location
of pairs of cards placed facedown
in a grouping of other pairs, has
been linked to improvements in a
human’s fluid intelligence.
The study for these findings, coauthored by Dr. Susanne M. Jaeggi,
Martin Buschkuehl, John Jonides
and Walter J. Perrig, was released
on April 28 in the weekly serial, The
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. The article asserts
that findings indicate that intelligence can be improved through

repetitions of the aforementioned
memory game. Previously, the only
way to improve IQ was to train on
the actual test used to measure the
score.
The report states, “Fluid intelligence is critical for a wide variety of
cognitive tasks and it is considered
one of the most important factors in
learning.” It goes on to relate fluid
intelligence with “professional and
educational success.”
An IQ score in human beings
is a measure of both crystallized
and fluid intelligence. Crystallized
intelligence is the ability to use
skills, knowledge and experience
acquired over time and is used for
tasks like playing musical instruments and dancing. Fluid intelligence is the ability to find meaning
in confusion and solve problems
with no prior relevant knowledge.
“The finding that cognitive training can improve fluid intelligence is
a landmark result because this form
of intelligence has been claimed
to be largely non-susceptible to
change,” said Jaeggi. “Intelligence
has always been considered principally an immutably-inherited trait,”
she explained.
The trials included four groups

that underwent daily, 30-minute
sessions of memory game training for eight, 12, 17 or 19 days. The
duration was the independent variable in the experiment. The subject’s fluid intelligence was measured before and after the training
using a standard test. To make sure
that it wasn’t just an improvement
in test-taking ability between the
two tests, control groups were tested twice without the training.
The scientists reason that increases in test scores mirror the
length of training undergone because of the similarities between
working memory and fluid intelligence. Working memory is the
functional cerebral structure responsible for the temporarily storing and manipulation of information. The two mental processes
employ the same regions of brain
circuitry, so the researchers reason
that this is why memory training
could be linked to development of
fluid intelligence.
The authors further explain that
memory training improves one’s
ability to ignore irrelevant stimuli,
monitor ongoing performance and
multi-tasking ability.
The design of the experiment

COYG.COM

Playing video games like “Brain Age,” pictured above, may make you smarter.
did not permit the researchers to
assess how far progress in intelligence can be made. The more
training the subjects received, the
more their test scores increased.

Until a subject is found who’s only
responsibility would be to participate in these kinds of tests, the only
certainty is that the possibilities of
developing the mind are endless.
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BASU Variety Show disappoints
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The variety show featured a collection of acts from evening gowns to belly dancing and swimsuits to stepping.
BY CHRISTOPHER ESPEJO AND
MARIANE ST-MAURICE

Following him was a dance
performance by the sisters of
Kappa Phi Lambda, who clearly
should have invested more time in
practice. As a result, their routine
seemed disconnected.
Next up was a parody of
“The Little Rascals” by Fusion,
a performance that delighted
audience members with quirky
acting. As the next act was being set
up, a dance contest between a few
selected audience members took
place on stage. The contest turned
out to be highly unorganized and
seemingly impromptu, but winners
walked away happy with various
prizes from sponsors.
It was a sharp contrast to the “I
Am Legend” skit that immediately
followed. It was simply confusing,
not funny and made no sense. The
short movie concluded with an alltoo-awkward masturbation shot.
The skit competed for worst
act with a performance by MC
Chev and “The Instrumentalists.”
Introducing the group was MC
Chev, clad in a tacky treble clef
chain, who proved that rap can
indeed be off-key. The situation was
only made worse by the technical
difficulties he experienced when
performing with his keyboard. He
effectively ruined the classic “Come
Together,” putting in bad light the
other members of the band.
The show experienced a
turning point with a belly dancing
performance. The dancer did
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The line that wrapped around
17 Lexington, was teeming with
excitement for the annual Baruch
Asian Student Union cultural
variety show. Unfortunately, all the
hype and the large crowd only made
the show more disappointing.
It was a promising show, with the
original theme of the seven deadly
sins. Greed,
gluttony,
wrath, envy,
pride, sloth
View a slideshow and lust were
of the BASU
adapted
to
Variety Show at
c o r re s p o n d
theticker.org
with different
fashions,
creating the fashion scenes that
were spread throughout the
program, amid a plethora of other
entertainment.
The show opened with an highenergy lion dance set to a traditional
drumbeat. The two men in costume
performed dance movements and
jumps as one beast, setting the
mood for the show.
The exciting opening, however,
was quickly diminished by
the following acts. The second
performer, singer/songwriter Jay
Legaspi, took entirely too long to
introduce himself and his songs,
which were original and somewhat
managed to redeem him.

impressive balancing acts with a
sword, which along with fog, created
a refreshing and mesmerizing feat.
The Lambda Phi Epsilon step
team, the kung fu act, Kappa Phi
Alpha dance and guest performer
FlowSik that followed all blurred
into a menagerie of bad talent,
although the kung fu was comical.
The host, Hot 97’s Miss Info, fit
right in with the bad performances.
Though she was supposed to
keep up the flow of the show,
she managed to stall and make
inappropriate comments about
“thick” models.
The fashion part of the show was
nothing spectacular, although it
wasn’t a total flop. Overall, the sets
were good and fit the theme.
“Greed” showed off what Baruch
is known for: business attire. Each
female model walked with a male,
taking fistfuls of cash from their
pants pockets. “Gluttony” served
up some awkward dancing to fit
its clubbing theme and “wrath”
presented Five Eight clothing
with too much attitude. “Envy”
displayed formal dresses and suits
from sponsor Estelle’s Dressy
Dresses featuring adultery in
action. If “I Am Legend” and “The
Instrumentalists” were the low
point of the show, the high point
was definitely “Pride,” the cultural
scene. It presented an array of
beautiful traditional dresses from
various Asian countries.
“Sloth” was next, with a beach
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ending appropriate to the summer
clothing. The final scene, “Lust,”
was expected to sizzle but its
mundane lingerie fizzled out all

expectations.
All in all, the show was a
disappointment, held together by
only a few highlights.

BARUCH STYLE SPOTLIGHT ON: FARANA ALBERT
BY KERRI JAREMA

KERRI JAREMA I SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

STAFF WRITER

Farana Albert, 18

We all look to celebrities and
designers for fashion inspiration,
but one of the best ways to get inspired is by looking at the people
around you.
Every month I will feature
one fashionable Baruch student
— someone whose style I feel is
unique, creative and cool. The first
ever to be featured in Baruch Style
is Farana.
Farana’s style ranges from effortless city-chic to lady-like ensembles. She says, “I don’t really
have one specific favorite style. I
like to mix different trends and see
what I feel and look comfortable
in.”
But no matter what Farana is
wearing, she carries it all with con-

fidence, effortlessness and style.
I live in: Brooklyn, New York
I’m Wearing: A blue cardigan
sweater by Forever 21; white button-down blouse, leopard-print
scarf and gray jeans by H&M;
brown boots and brown handbag
by Aldo; earrings by Aldo Accessories with gold bracelets and a
white ring by H&M.
I’ve been listening to: A variety
of artists and genres: rock, reggae,
R&B, hip-hop, pop, electronica,
trance and techno. Some artists
that I admire for their talent and
creative style are Nadia Ali, Maroon 5, The Daylights, Notch, Collie Buddz, Kill Hannah, Common,
Kanye West, Lily Allen, Jay-Z, Talib
Kweli, Amy Winehouse, Assassins
and 30 Seconds to Mars.
Some of my favorite designers
are: Marc Jacobs, Gucci, Alberta

Ferretti, Roberto Cavalli, Versace,
Yves Saint Laurent and many
more designers who shape the
path for other designers to create
affordable pieces for the average
consumer that are appealing and
trendy.
Some of my favorite places to
shop are: H&M, Forever 21, Aldo,
Banana Republic, Zara, French
Connection and Steve Madden.
My favorite fashion trends
are: Skinny jeans, the ’40s and ’50s
look that has that glamour and elegant sophisticated appeal to it.
Pencil skirts are also a favorite. I
like to wear scarves of all kinds
with an array of colors.
My fashion inspirations: Celebrities like Victoria Beckham,
Kim Kardashian, Eva Mendes and
Gwen Stefani are those I look to
for inspiration. I think that people

are inspired by fashion icons that
create their own styles.
My favorite piece of clothing:
Right now, it’s probably the leopard print scarf I am wearing.
The best things about New
York City are: Its diversity and
culture. There is so much to explore in just our surroundings and
as long as we take advantage of
this, we can learn almost anything.
I’m always curious to learn more
about people and their beliefs and
cultural background.
If you would like to be featured
in Baruch Style, please e-mail kerrijarema@baruchmail.cuny.edu.
Include a photo that shows you in
an outfit indicative of your typical
style and taste. Please note that
sending a photo does not mean you
will be featured.
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The 101
on health
insurance
BY TAHEERA TIM KEE
HEALTH AND WELLNESS COORDINATOR

At least a few times a week I get
calls from students asking about the
health insurance options available
at Baruch — the seemingly most
elusive health issue for students.
Many have recently become
too old to qualify for coverage
under their parents. Others have
recently changed jobs and lost their
benefits. What many students don’t
seem to know is that Baruch, as
part of a joint CUNY initiative, has
a formal relationship with Group
Health Incorporated to provide
a specially constructed student
health insurance policy to attend
to their medical needs.
The GHI student policy tends to
be a bit expensive, but covers the
basics in medical care that might
prove useful to many students. For
further information, please refer to
the GHI-CUNY website at ghi.com
for an extensive breakdown of the
coverage offered in the policy.
Some key insurance terms to
understand include:
• Premium: Your monthly
health plan contribution.
• Deductible:
The
out-ofpocket expenses you incur
before the insurance company
contributes to payment of
medical costs. For example,
a $200 deductible might
have to be paid over a year in
prescription costs and doctor
visits before the insurance
company pays expenses in
excess of $200.
• Co-payment: Some services
are only partly paid by the
insurance provider. Dentist
visits often fall under this
category. The policy holder
will have to pay an out-ofpocket fee and the insurance
provider pays the rest.
• Co-insurance: This is similar
to a co-payment, but is based
on a percentage of the overall
cost of the service received.
• Exclusions: Medical services
not covered by the insurance
policy.
• Coverage limits: Health plan
coverage is not bottomless.
Most policies specify a limit to
which the insurance provider
will cover expenses.
• Out-of-pocket maximums:
This is similar to coverage
limits, but it instead puts a
ceiling on how much a policy
holder pays out of pocket.
The insurance provider pays
expenses in excess to the
maximum.
• Capitation: The insurance
provider pays a set fee to a
health care provider to cover
any expenses incurred by the
policy holder.
• In-Network Provider: Health
care providers identified by
the insurance company from
which policy holders could
choose. These health care
providers will offer discounts
on co-payments or coinsurance.
When looking for an insurance
plan, do research and compare.
There are several insurance
providers with superior benefits.
Some students may even qualify
for low-income or no-income state
insurance.
To determine eligibility, visit the
Access NYC website: a858-ihss.nyc.
gov. The Baruch Health Care Center
also offers many basic medical
services for free or low cost.
For further information, contact
the Health and Wellness office
at (646) 312-4566 or make an
appointment at the Health Center
by calling (646) 312-2040 to seek
medical care.
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Lady Bearcats host Think Pink Day
BY ROSIE GENAO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The softball team has had a season like no other, surpassing their
accomplishments from the past
three years.
The Bearcats entered the playoffs last week with an all-time
high of 19 wins and currently
possess a lineup of skilled and
quality players.
One of the numerous highlights of their season has been
“Think Pink Day,” held on Tuesday, April 15. It was created by
softball coaches Jose Negroni and
Penny Weiner to promote breast
cancer awareness.
York College, the opposing team
scheduled for that day, joined in
support of the cause and like the
Bearcats, dressed in pink uniforms.
Among the guests attending
the special event was Scott Losche,
who was inducted into the Athletics
Department Hall of Fame last year.
He was accompanied by his mother, Nancy Losche, who is a 30-year
cancer survivor. She spoke about
the importance of self-examination and keeping one’s body in
the best possible shape.
The team presented their
coach Penny Weiner, a
nine-year cancer survivor,
with flowers and a teamautographed
“Think
Pink” T-shirt.
Players
Michelle
Pena and Michelle Miecuna also announced
the team’s donation of
$1,000 in the name of
their coach to the Memorial
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. The softball team had been
fundraising and asking for donations in order to reach their goal for
$1,000.
“My grandmother and great
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grandmother are breast
cancer survivors … not only
was this for Penny, but for all of

our family members who suffered,”
said junior Michelle Miecuna. Cancer does not discriminate against
age or race, something which the
event stressed. After the keynote
speech ceremony from Losche, the
Bearcats faced off against York College, whom they ultimately defeated 17-0.
The team kicked off their
season on the road, with tournaments in Virginia and South
Carolina. There the Bearcats
played 12 games in six days
against some of the toughest
competition.
Of all the victories over the
season, the match against Richard Stockton of New Jersey was
pivotal. “We finally had put everything together; our hitting and
fielding finally clicked at the same
time, commented Miecuna. “Winning that game was the final push
for us.”
Looking back at the season, Associate Coach Weiner said, “Every player had a piece of our 19
victories. [The freshmen] faced
a lot of pressure that they may
not have faced in high school
… they stepped up a lot.”
Energized by their season’s track record, the
team headed to the playoffs last week, facing
Lehman College in the
first round.
With the communication skills they
have honed both on
and off the field, as
well as the strong sense
of trust they have instilled
in one another over the
season, the Bearcats stand
a strong chance at the ECAC
tournament after the playoffs.
For now, it is all about reaching the top in the long-awaited
CUNY playoffs.

LOWDOWN ON
NFL TRADES
For one day, every year in
April, NFL fans are glued to their
televisions wondering what effect a newly selected player will
add to a team. They wonder if
this is the year their franchise
will take that step from an NFL
team to Super Bowl Champions.
In 2006, Pittsburgh Steelers
quarterback Ben Roethlisberger
became the youngest quarterback to win a Super Bowl at the
age of 23, after being selected in
the first round of the draft only
two years before. That same year,
rookie running back Joseph Addai of the Indianapolis Colts
played an integral role in the
Colts capturing the Super Bowl
championship in 2007. He too,
was selected in the first round of
the NFL draft.
These are just two examples
of how each franchise is one
impact player away from football immortality. With that being said, let’s see how the Jets
planned to address last year’s
disastrous season and how the
Giants plan to “stomp out” the
competition on their way to repeating as champions.
After months of predictions,
scouting and mock drafts, the
New York Jets selected Ohio State
defensive end Vernon Gholston
as the sixth overall pick of the
2008 NFL Draft. While most Jet
fans may be bitter about not having the opportunity to get highly
touted Arkansas running back
Darren McFadden, the Oakland
Raiders’ first round pick and
fourth overall pick of the draft,
they have to love what this kid
Gholston will bring to the table.
The Jets’ defense gets a pass
rusher who can play both wide-

end in a four-man front and
also rush the quarterback in a
3-4 alignment. With Gholston
on board, maybe the Jets will finally be able to
put some pressure on New
England Patriots quarterback
Tom Brady.
The Super
Bowl Champions New York WILLIAM BATTAGLIA
Giants went on
Bearcat Prowler
a defense hunt
early on in the draft considering
three of their first four picks were
defensive players. With the last
pick of the first round, they selected Miami safety Kenny Phillips. They followed that up with
University of Southern California
cornerback Terrell Thomas in the
second round and made a trade
with the Pittsburgh Steelers to
acquire Bigham Young University outside linebacker Bryan Kehl
in round four.
With an impressive front four,
a solid line backing corps and
ball hawks such as Phillips and
Thomas roaming in the secondary, the Giants may be even better on the defensive side of the
ball, a scary thought for opposing offenses.
The Giants were rumored
to be selling tight end Jeremy
Shockey to the New Orleans
Saints for more than a second
round draft pick on Draft Day,
but no trade occurred. Giants
General Manager Jerry Reese,
during the NFL Draft on ESPN,
reiterated, “We [The Giants] are
happy that Jeremy is our starting
tight end.”
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Check the Baruch Athletics
website for post-season updates
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Bearcats seal the championship

PHOTOGRAPHS BY PALLAVI PULVANI I THE TICKER

Under the direction of Coach Floren Giuglescu, Tadas Valiukenas, left, Emanuel Imperial, far right, were able to lead the Bearcats to victory and secure their fifth consecutive championship.
BY ROSIE GENAO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The men’s tennis team has done
it again. On the last weekend of
spring break, the defending champions secured their title once again
with an 8-1 victory over archrival
Hunter College.
This victory marks the team’s
fifth consecutive championship
since 2004 and their seventh championship in school history. The
win against Hunter also earned
the team an automatic berth to the
NCAA tournament, their second
appearance in team history.
After knocking out the John
Jay Bloodhounds in the semi-final
round, the Bearcats advanced to
the finals against Hunter College,
where they took five of six singles
and all three doubles from Hunter.
“We were worried about [Hunter], but everybody came through.
We went in and did not hesitate to
take our shots,” said senior Dumitru Pitu. Ironically, the Bearcats ex-

pected to see opponents Staten Island or Brooklyn in the final round,
but winning against Hunter has
always been a gratifying experience
for Baruch.
For junior Emanuel Imperial,
who is now in his third season on
the team, the semi-final match
against John Jay was a highlight
of the entire tournament,
probably
even surpassing the
final game
against
Hunter.
T h e
doubles
team from John Jay, ranked second in the entire conference, faced
off against Baruch’s doubles team.
“The match was a nail biter until
the end,” admitted Imperial, “but
Baruch’s doubles team took the
match 8-5.”
Not only do the Bearcats have

the 2008 championship title under
their belt, but they also have the
best singles player in all of CUNY,
Dumitru Pitu, who is now a senior
in his third season.
The top doubles team in the
conference, also from Baruch, is
made up of Emanuel Imperial and
Andrew Smith.

have winning attitudes,” explains
Imperial.
“We don’t take [our success] for
granted,” added Pitu. “Our coach
even had us run sets of stairs after
the final match because we did not
win with a perfect score against
Hunter.”
Head Coach Floren Giuglescu
has been the
main driving force behind much
of the team’s
success. He
was able to
recruit play- Dumitru Pitu
ers from as
Senior, Tennis Team
far as France
and the new
championship is the seventh under
his leadership.
Giuglescu also coaches the
women’s tennis team, which has
finished in second place during the
past three seasons.
With this newfound victory, the
Bearcats were also able to clinch a

“We were worried about [Hunter], but everybody came through.
We went in and did not hesitate to take our shots.”

For a team that has had so much
success, is it possible that they are
used to the feeling of winning all
the time?
“I do feel that we are accustomed to winning … [but that is]
because our coach only takes players who know how to win and who

berth into the NCAA tournament.
The first round took place this past
weekend from May 2 to May 4 in
Maine, where the Bearcats faced
off against Salve Regina College of
Rhode Island.
Last year was the first time they
made an appearance in the coveted
tournament and this year’s berth
marks the second ever in team history.
Giuglescu plans to keep recruiting top athletes from around the
globe, all the while maintaining the
talent currently in place.
The team currently stands as
the only male team to have won a
championship since the beginning
of this academic year and their win
has given Baruch a chance at winning the Commissioner’s Cup.
Giuglescu and his team look forward to continuing the legacy they
have worked so hard to establish at
Baruch as they have sealed yet another victory that has truly placed
a spotlight on the Baruch College
Bearcats.
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Calendar of Events
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EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Information Table
Lambda Upsilon Lambda
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
(Monday to Thursday)

Greek Week: Greek Olympics
Baruch College Inter-Greek
Council
Auxiliary Gym B2 Level (NVC)
12:15 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Awards Luncheon
Society for Human Resource
Management
Room 3-210 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

So Much Sex, So Much
Politics, So Much War ...
What’s Fit To Print?
Dollars & Sense Magazine
Newman Conference Center,
Room 750 (Newman Library)
5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.

Coffeehouse #2
Intervarsity Christian Fellowship
Room 1-107 (NVC)
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Caribbean Week: Caribbean
Talent Night
CSA, SOCA, WICA
Room 3-215 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 9 p.m.

End Of Semester Gathering
Billards & Bowling Club
Room 3-210 (NVC)
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Encounters Rebirth:
Magazine Release
Reception
Encounters Magazine
Dining Area (NVC)
6:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Ticket Sales for
Caribbean Show
CSA, SOCA, WICC
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
12 p.m. - 8 p.m.
(Tuesday and Thursday)
Caribbean Week: Caribbean
BBQ and Game Night
Room 2-125 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Rebounding From
Spring Fling
Office of Student Life
Room 1-107 (NVC)
12 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Transfer Welcome
Advisement and Orientation
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Farewell Meeting
Intervarsity Christian Fellowship
Room 2-125 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
General Meeting
Corporate Communication
Graduate Student Association
Room 4-185 (NVC)
6:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.

05/05
05/06
05/07
05/08
05/09

Business Banquet
ALPFA
Room 14-220 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Sister Ahlam Speaks On
Marriage in Islam
Women In Islam
Room 2-110 (NVC)
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Spring Fling: Food, Games,
Laughter and Much More
Office of Student Life
E. 25th Street between
Lexington and Third Avenues
12 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Greek Week: Game Night
Baruch College Inter-Greek
Council
Room 2-215 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Caribbean Week:
Opening Ceremony
CSA, SOCA, WICC
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
6 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Islamic Compliant
Commercial Loans with
Zayyan Finance
Islamic Finance Society
Room 10-175 (NVC)
12:40 p.m. - 2:20 p.m.

Eisner LLP
Zicklin Graduate Accounting
Society
Room 11-135 (NVC)
12:40 p.m. - 2:20 p.m.

Caribbean Week: Mr. and
Mrs. Caribaruch
CSA, SOCA, WICC
Room 1-107 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Submit your event listings to

leisure@theticker.org

Awards Dinner
Undergraduate Student
Government
Newman Conference Center
Room 750 (Newman Library)
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Greek Week: Movie Night
Baruch College Inter-Greek
Council
Room 2-125 (NVC)
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Caribbean Week: Caribbean
Cultural Night
CSA, SOCA, WICC
Mason Hall (17 Lex)
7 p.m. - 12 a.m.

